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ſetves. 


TO 
THE HONOVRABLE 
HOVSE OF COMMONS 


now Aſſembled in PanttamugNT. 


Fen firſt it pleaſed You to re- 


Bore our ſervice in Preaching 


® reſolved to clnſe our eyes againſt 
all Clouds of diſcouragement 4- 
riſing from our owne unworthineſſe and inal 
ciency, and to ſet our ſelves wholly to ſeek what 
the Lord would command us to deliver in his 
Name at ſuch a time to ſuch an Honourable and | 
awfull AſSembly, with a totall deniall of our Palos. 83; 


And albeit we ſhould have beene glad to have 
beene ſpared this expoſing of our ſelves to the 


pWb- 


The Epiſtle 
publike view ; yet, You appointing other wiſ”, 
we hold it equall that the joynt entreary of the 
Repreſentative Bodyof the whole Commu- 
nalty of the Kingdme ſhould be regarded, and 
have choſen rather that others ſhould cenſure us 
of weakeneſſe, than You [hould charge us 
with Diſobedience : Your Requeſt being 1 
lefſe than a command ; and Your acceptance 
ſufficient to give value to thinos of themſelves 
both meane and worthleſſe. 

Wherefore, according to our Duty, ſo wt 
lingly as the conſciouſneſſe of our ſlender perfor- 
mances would permit, we obey Your Order, and 
doe now, alchough ſomewhat late, humbly offer 
theſe two plaine Sermons (for, who expects other 
in a Faſt ?) at the footſtoole of Your Tribu- 
nall, as a laſting Monument of Our Cratitude 
for Your encouraging Approbation of, and 
ſolemne Thankes for our weake endeavours in 
the preaching of them. 

If m ſome places we have taken that juſt li- 
berty Which all others have done before us, 
Ve truſt it ſhall not be imputed ; ſo long as in the 
moſt 


Dedicatory. 


m$t materi all paſſages we have kept to the very 
Werds Which at frrjt wee uſed, ſo farre as was 
neceſſary; and have not Wittingly ſwerved an 
haires bredth from the ſenſe and ſubſtance in the 
r efadue, 
Wee h.rve mdeed pared off ſome Repetitions, 
Which in ſpeaking had their uſe, themore to in- 
culcate, and the better to ſet on the matter, but 
would not have been fogratefull m Wri iting, be. 
cauſe Readers account every thing toolons that 
hath any thing too much. We have likew1/e con- 
trated ſome expreſſions, Which in diſcourſes of 
fo muchlength, could hardly be ſo conciſe as wee 
defired, Memory being not alwayes at hand to 
give birth to every Conception of our minds in 
ſuch formes as wee intenaed. And fome few 
things we have added, Where ſtrattes of time, or 
defeft of memory made ſome balkes in the firft 
delivery, 

What ever our performances be, we humb- 
ly leave them in Your hands, and wader Your 
Honourable Prote&tion, whic þ we are bold to ex- 
pet, becauſe they are by Jour owne 4&t drawne 
Az from 
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from us, and that in a time ſo queaſie and di- 
ftempered as can hardly beare that food, or Phy {1k 
Which # needfull for it. Seldome doth a wile 
Reproofe, a neceſſary Exhortation, © whol- 
ſome Doftrine meet with an obedient Eare. 
The God of Heaven ſleere all Your wrighty 
conſultations by his 6wn Counſell, to his owne 


Glory ; cover You ſtill under hu own Wing and , 


make You the mot accompliſhr,beſtunited,& 

waſt (ucceſlctull & glorious houle of Com- 

_ mons that ever ſate inthat High Court ; but 
* This WaS 1- q - , . 

our-joynt & ©Þiefty in the effeFFuall endeavouring of a fur- 


earneſt fait they Santtion of, and ſtronger Guard about our 


; You 1 .  * @ 
Preaching ; £74 Palladium, the true Religion, alre 


and we now eſtabliſhed among us ; in the perfefing of the 
- 6g Reformation of it , in the erefting, maintai- 
your hearts ning, protefling, and incouraging of an able, 
CO godly, faithful, zealous, profitable, Preaching 
as Benhail,  Miniſtery, in every Pariſh Church and Ch 


jun ry P ell throughout England and Wales ; and in the 


cerin Indeh IHerceding to the Kings ſacred Majeſty for 
did. the ſetting up of « Faithfull, Iudiciow , and 

Cor. r4 7? Zealous Magiſtracy, where yet the ſame is 
Wanting, 
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Wanti:y7, to bee ever at band to back ſuch a Mis 
niſtery : wirhout either of which, not only the 
power of Godlineſſe will ſome degenerate in- 
to formality, aud zeale into Lukewarmeneſſe ; 
but, Popery, Arminianiſme, Socinianiſme, 
Prophaneneſle, Apoſtacy , and Atheiſme 
it ſelfe will more and more croud in upon us, and 
prevaile again#t us, doe You all You can by all 
other meanes. 

And now,commending You to God and | 
tothe Word of his grace, which is able ro 4 2%: 3? 
build ou up further, and to give You an 
inheritance among all them which bee 
ſanRifhed ; and theſe our Lebonrs to his fur- 
they bleſſing whereby all may ſpeedily be brought 
under the line of his Covenant, Which # The Summe 
our ſafety; that hte may continue with us, of both Ser= 
Thich is our Glory , and wee with him, Oe 
which is our happineſſe : we reſt, 


Yours, moſt devoted to the ſervice 
of Your Faith in all Dutic, 


Cornelis Buroes. 
Stephen Marſhall. 


The Preface uſed in Preaching , be- 
fore the Text was read. 


aHat great Apoſtle Saint Paul, whew he 

has doe wh wiſe men, held it a point is w om 

| $553 to pa e by ſome things which reaſon of the 
e would not have wayved among meaner rae _ 

capacities, Hw prattiſe ſhall be now my 

preſident. 
| This honourable Aſſembly having de+ 

ſigned me to beare ſo great a ſhare in this weightie Worke , 1 

hold it my dutie to conſider, that, how weake and unworthy 0 

ever 1 my ſelfe be , yet 1 am now to ſpeake to Wile Men, 

who need not ſo much to be Catechiſed touching the Nature, 

45 to be incited and quickned to the principall Ule of a Re- 

ligious Faſt, which conſiſteth not ſolely in ſuch drawing neere 

to God by extraordinary Prayer and Humiliation 4s may pro- 

duce a torall divorce from our deereſt Luſts, but alſo ( and that 

more Hegeary in a particular , formall , ſolemne , entire 


| | | engaging and binding of our ſelves, by an imaiſſoluble Co- 


| venant , to that God whoſe face and favour we ſecke , and 
implore. 


Andthis 1 apprehend to be a ſubjett more neceſſary, by how 
Z much 


The Preface. 


The Pre- much this dutic appeares to be 4 heeded and regarded by 
face. 


the greater number of the choyceſt Chriſtians. 

For, as it too often falls out, even awe the beſt, in par- 
ticipating that ſacred and dreadfull Ordinaxce of the Lords 
Supper, (whereof alſo we are ſhortly to communicate ) that 
moe labour more to diſcerne , and teed his bleſſed Body 
and Bloud , ſpiritually by faith , to make Chriſt their owne, 
( which muſt be done too ) then attually, totally , and abſo- 
lutely ( then) 16 devote , reſigne , andyeeld up themſelves 
unto him, in the att of receiving, tobe his ſervants: 891t 
doth wat ſeldome happew in the exerciſe of holy Faſting, that 
not 4 few of that ſmall handfull which deſire to approach the 
preſenceof God intrueth, are more conver ſant in ſearching, 
con eſring , bewailing of ſinne, and in craving of mercy, ( all 
of which are neceſſary duties ) then in working up their hearts 
to that indiſpenſable =_ of heavenly reſolution, ſincerely 
to ſtrike through a religious and imviolable Covenant with 
their God. Whereas, without this, all their labour, will be ut- 
terly loſt, their expectations fruſtrate , they take the glorious 
Name of God in v4ine, provoke the eyes of bis Glary more 
againſt them , cauſing him infinitely to loath and abominate 
bath wed 0n5,and ſervice , nor ſhall they ever by all their 
C1Y3ng,000 jig 
_ down an arme of Mercy from Heaven to come and ſave 
them, 

T he more effecFually therefore toproveke both my ſelfe and 
you at thu a tothe due ——— of this moſt eto 
(but moſt neceſſary) autie,1 have theug ht fit, in a very plaine 


and familiar way ſutable to the nature of this exerciſe (which 


enght tobe as ſerious, as ſolemn ) to worke and chafe 1uto all 


eur hearts the ſirength and ſpirit of that good Word of God, 
which you ſhall finds written for nr inflralion in F 
Ter, 


hing ,no not by whole rivers of teaves,be able to. 


They ſhall «ke the way to Zionwith their faces thitherward, 
ying, Come, and let ws joyne our ſelves unto the Lord in 
an everlaſting Covenant that ſhall not be forgotten, 


ſe to the Church ) uttered, and penne 
v bo by the Prophet Jeremy , about the 
4 fourth yeere both of the Babyloni/b 
al ceptivitie , and of the tributary reigne 

of Zedekiah. The occaſion, this. 
The Prophet having labourcd abour thirtie yeers, to 
humble Judah by continually ringing in her cares the 
dolefullcydings of aſore captivitie hing, could 
not be beleeved. But, when once the quick and ſad 
ſenſe of their bondage under the Chaldean yoke bad 
forced fromthem an acknowledgement of the truth of 
his prophecies, he found it as hard a taske to worke 
their hearts to any hope of deliverance. For, as itisa 
worke even inſtiperable, to poſleſle a people ripe for 
deftruQion, that any evillisneere them, till the wrath 
of God breake in upon themand overwhelme them; ſo 
isit a buſineſſe of little lefle diflicultic to hold up the 


B 2 pirits 


zHich words are part of a. Prophecic 7. mo... 


( terrible to Babylon, but comme 08 ro the 


- 


Introdu- 
10m 


Ter. 25.11. 
29. I0, 


Ilay 49.24. 
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ſpirits evetu6of Gods owne people , once caſt underany 
rextreamitie, with any hope of reſcue, 

This was Iudah's caſe. Before the Babylonian had laid 
this yoke on their necks, God had plainFrevealed, and 
often inculcated that it ſhould lye upon them juſt 70. 

eeres and no logger, after which they ſhould have li- 
rtie of returne to their owne Land againe. Howbeir, 
the weight of their miſery , theabſence of God, [mo 
had 5» Tv out of his ſight) together with the inſolence 
and crueltie of their proud oppreflors, had throwne 
them downe ſolow in adiſconſolate condition, that no- 
thing which God could either now ſay or doe, was ſuth- 
cientto raiſc up their hearts toany aſlurance of returne. 
The fame ſtrength which Luſt hath todraw men from 
obedience , it will furely have afterwards to drive men 
from beleeving , in their greateſt neceſlities of /iving 
by faith, 

The maine beame which ftuckein their eyesto hin- 
der ther ſight of deliverance promiſed, was, the/great- 
nefſe and invincible potency of the Chaldean Monar- 
chy(then in her pride)and more eſpecially the ftrength 
of Babylon the Queene and Miftreſſe of that aifſene 
Empire. How could they hope tobe ddlivered, when 


The rhat commanded: the world detained them > Shall 


the prey be taken from rhe Mightie, ar the lawfull captive dc- 
tivered ? | 

To curethem therefore of this deſperate deſponſion 
of minde, the Lord ftirred up this Prophet to foretel] 


" thetotall and finall ſubverſion and ruine of Babylon and 


of that whole Monarchy ; and further, todeclare from 
God that the deſolation thereof, ſhould be the diffolu- 
tionof the captivitie of 1sd44 in it. The better to aſ- 


ſure them of allthis, 7eremiah wrote the whole Prophecy 


againlt 
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againlt Babylox (contained in this Chapter and the next ryrrody.: 
tollowing ) in a Book by itſelf, which fe ſent to Babylon #ion. * 
by the hand of Seraiah( Lord Chamberlaine to Zedekiah, Jer.51.55. 


and now goingthan Embaſlie from his Maſter to Great 
Nebuchaanez24r ) with Command from the Prophet 
that, afterthe reading thereof to the captives, be ſhould 
binde a ſtone unto it, and caſt it into the midſt of Euphrates, 
with this ſaying pronounced over it, Thus ſhall Babylou 
ſinke, and ſhall not riſe, &C. 

But, to haften to my Text, In the five firſt verſes of 
this Chapter , the Prophet ſummarily compriſeth the 
ſubſtance of his whole Prophecy againſt Babylon , de- 
Claring, 1. her deſtruction, 2. the Meanes, 3. the conſe- 
quent thereof to the people of God, 

And firſt, he makes Proclamation , and an 0iyes! as 
it were, toall the world, tocome and behold the Great 
Worke he was to doe againft Baby/on the chiefe Citie of 
the Empire, againſt Be//the chiefe Idol of that Citie, 
and againſt Merodach the glory both of that Citie and 
Empire; yea,though the King then reigning when Goc 
meant todeftroy it, ſhould prove as potent as that great 
King, the firſt of that name , whofor reftoring the de- 
clining Empire to her ancient Splendor, and for tranſla 

the Imperiall Seat from Nizeve to Babylon , was b' 


nin 
ks a worſhipped as a God , and transferred hi: 


name toall his ſucceſſors, as the name of Pharaoh to th- 
ESypoan Kings, of Benhadad to the Syrian Monarchs, 
and of Auguſte to the Romane Emperours, Althougr 
all theſe Gould be joyned together to withſtand the 
downfall of that Monarchy ,- yet deſolation ſhould be 
brought over them all, they ſhould all be confoundec 
and removed forever, Feſt 1,2. and all to make way 


forthe deliverance of the Church. 
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' Intrody- But what ſhonld be the weanes of ſuch an unexpeted 
Zin, deſtrution> This wasto be done by an Army from the 
| North, thatis, by the Medesand Perſians, both of which, 


but more eſpecially the Medes, were ituated towards 

Onne malum the North from Babylon, and therefore ominous. That 

& 44%. theſe were the men , appeares more fully by their de- 
ſcription in the refidue of this, and of the 51. Chapter, 
This Northern Army ſhould bethe confuſion of 8aby- 
lon, the confuſion of Babylon ſhould prove the reſtoring 
of the Church ( verſ. 3.) And the reſtoring of the 
Church ſhould produce a Covenant with God. 

i For, behold, the iſſue and conſequent of the ruine of 
Babylon was; the return of the captive Jews,from thence 
to Tomiom , and a renewing Covenant with him that 

had ſhewed ſuch mercy on them, weyſ. 4, x. 

For, in thoſe dayes, and in that time, ſaith the Lord, the 
children of 1ſracl ſhall come , they and the children of Iudah 
rogether, going andweeping, they ſhall goe and ſeek the Lord 
their God. They ſhall acke the way to Zion with their faces 
thitherward, ſaying , Come and let us joyne our _ tothe 
Lord in an everlaſting Covenant that ſhall not be forgotten. 
This began to be fulfilled at the end of 70. yeeres deter- 
mined, when the Empire was firft over-run and ſubdued 
+Ciron. 36: by Cyrus the Perſian, For he made Proclamation of li- 

bertie to returne , inthe firſt yeere of his reigne. And 
when they returned, this was theirdeportment ,; they 
went weeping ; and , to ſeeke the Lord their God, They 
goe, not ſo muchto repoſleſſe their ancient patrimony 
and inheritance, and to grow rich in the world , as to 
ſeeke aud finde the Lord their God , and that with are. 
ſolution to enter into Covenant with Him , andſuch a 
Covenant as ſhould never be forgotten, butdaily remem- 
bred and carefully performed, ha 
ou 
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You now ſee the Context. Should I now divide the Inireds- 


Text, I might ſhew you here 


C Furſt, an A#, exprefled by their indufttry, inſetting 144. 


| upon a long and tedious journey to Zion, They ſha 
| as ke the way ito Zion. 

Secondly, the manner how they manage this jour. 
| ney, its 
| Cr. With all i#tention of ſpirit , they aske the 
| way to Zion, with their faces thitherward. 

'2. With fervent charitie towards, and mutuall 

. * Zzeale for each other, to quicken and in- 
| flame one another to the ſame work,ſoying, 


Come. 


much intention of ſpiritandinflamed charitie, calling 
and crying to one another in ſuch a manner, they fer 
| upon; allwasforthis : Let «s Joyne our {a9 to the Lord 
| in an everlaſting Covenant that ſhall not ve forgotten. 


| 

I might eafily alſo caft out theſe generals of the Texe 
into many leflcr branches: but it 1s not nowa time to- 
trifle, or to play with a Text. Yea, I ſball not diftintly 
proſecute allche parts already laid out, but (as thedutie 
of this day requireth ) inſift rather upon that which is 
the maine, and bring in the other as ſubordinate there» 
unto, by occaſionafterwards, in explication of the prin- 
cipall point. For we ſee troopes inthe Text bound for 
Zion; and, fohafty :hitherward,, that they ſalute not any 
man by the way,nor ſo muchas looke a{ide any way: they 
goe with their faces thitherward : all the ſtay they make, 
1s buttocall others along with them, and amongſt theſe 
us, faying, Come. And, what is the buſinefle; the end 
of all this haſt > Nothing but this, Zez ws joyne owr ſebues 


WIG 


| Thirdly , the endof their journey, which, with fo Fin. 
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wnto the Lordin an everlaſting Covenant, &c. This, how- 
everit were laſt inexecution, yet was it firſt in their in- 
tention, inthe ore of this journey, and vhere- 
fore now muſt be principal 7 inſifted upon. 
Yau ſee here a people: looſed from” the Babyloniſh 
Ks, wages, and returving to Zion - and, intheirreturne 
to have this in their hearts, in their mouthes,and in their 
endeavours, namely, upon the receipt of this mercy, to 
make ſpeed to their God , toenterinto a new Contract 
and folemne Covenant with him. So that now the 
chiefe , and only point of inftruftion which I ſhall re- 
commend to, and prefſe upon you, and mine own heart 
with you, is plainly this, that 
The maine When God arm” FE any deliverance to his Church, e- 
6. ” ſpecially from Babylon, then is it moſt ſcaſonable and moſt ne- 
' '6eſſary tocloſe with Goll by a more ſulemne, ſtrict, and invia- 
lable Covenant to be bs, and only his for ever. | 
In proſecnting this point qr I reſolve to be 
plaine, and incarneft ) I ſhall firft ſhew you the i: of it, 
that it © ſo. Next, the xav%, if you will, how and in what 
manner this muſt be done: Thirdly , the 4957:, the 
grounds and reaſonsof it : and ſo proceed to the Appli- 
cation, 
z. *O®. q19d For the farſt p the 371, that it is ſo . this will appeare, 
S-- More | areal , upon receipt of any deliverance. 
nate 1s 2. More ſpecially, upon anydeliverance from Zabylor 
above all other. 
Proved. IT. Ingenerall, that thisuſe muſt be made of any de- 
ar” oh liverance, appeares both by precept,and example in ho- 
nerpet'y* lyScripture. Wefhall carry themalong together. 
In Det. 29, you ſhall finde Moſes requiring the peo- 
Ezed.ry. 5, PIE tocnterinto a [=p Covenant with God , beſide the 
Fc, ſolempe Covenant which he made with them ( and they with 
| bin 
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him) in Horeb, To induce them thereunto, Moſes re. x, That it 
freſheth their memory with the repetition or repreſen. @ ſs, in 
tation of the many de!iverances God had' given untothe gene- 
them, out of Egypt, and in the wildernefle by the ſpace rall. 

of fortie yeercs, together with the wondersand mira. The firſt fc. 
cles which he daily wrought tor them. And in the rea 
ſeventh wer. he tels chem, that when ye came imo thus place they pailed 

( that is,into the Land of Moab) Sihonthe King of ai, 9g; Ante 
and Oz the King of Baſban, came out againſs us unto battell, n/Erxager: 
and we (mate them, &c, Whatthen > Here is deliverance of Egypr. 
upon deliverance,and the inference is, X eep therefore the Perl. 1. 
words of this Covenant ,and dee them,verl.9. But, that is the 
Covenant on Gods part, youwillfay ? True, bat tharis 

not all. He therefore pret{eth them to an actuall perſo- 

nall Covenant on their parts, and that upon confidera- 

tion of ſo many deliverances. This was his maine buſi. 

nefſe with them at the Lords own command. There- 

fore ingger/. 10. he thus beſpeaks them , Te ftandthis day \ fecond 
all of yow before the Lord your God, your Captaines-of your wy me 
tribes, your Elders, and your Officers, with all the men of 1ſ- -=_ut yore 
rael, your little ones , your wives", and thy ſtranger that ts inthe firitywhen 
thy Carpe, from the hewer of thy wood to the drawer of thy hey DS _ 
water , That thon ſhouldſt enter into Covenant with the Lord, = ad 
thy God , and into by Oath which the Lord thy God maketh thonly after 
with thee this day. Andin werſ. 14. he addeth. Neither Ve OO 
with you only doe I make this Corvenant , and this ga'h , bnt 

with him that ſtxndeth here with ws this Aay before the Lord 
our God, and alſo with him that it no: here with us this day. 
Thus you ſee a Covenant required, ftrick n, and ratitt- 
ed by folemne Oath of Godand his people inuruatly ro 
one another: they binde chem Ives by folenine 'Yath 
to him, as he by Oath had bound himfelte to chem. 
Thus then it was in the time of Aoſes, No eminent 
deliverance 
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1. That it deliverance went before , buta ſolemne Covenant fol- 
i ſo, ina lowedatter”®. And, To ſweare a Covenant,isno new de- 
the genc- vice, no humane invention,nor arbitrary Action. 
rall. I will give you bur one inſtance more (among many) 
* As Moſs of this kinde, andit is that of 4ſa, that good and reli- 
drew thepeo- 0; 05 King of 1udah. When Zerah the Erhiopianinte- 
ple into a Co. __ : 
venaxe before ed his kingdome with an huge army , even 1000000, 
their encranceand 300 Chariots, 2 Ch707. 14, aſe falls to praying, God 
NE ow. heard him z they joyned battell, Aſa obtained the vi- 
zoſhwa alſo,af- tory, and carryed away very much ſpoile, What was the 
tec ney wertiflue > Another Covenant, 
a toſb. 14, For, in Chap. 15. youſhall finde that, preſently upon 
25,25, So this, Godaddrefſetha Prophet to 4ſa, ( Azeri4h the 
did 1cb3iads, fpneof Oded ) to tell him and the people, The Lord & 
upon the de- ©. . 
liverance of With you while ye bewith him, And, toencourage them 
Tudab from” gg cloſe with God, he addes, in ver. 7. Be ye ſtrong there- 
menyranty fore, and let not your hands be weake * for your worke ſhall be 
dy menfter rewarded, They muſt not only worke tor Godgaſut be 
chants, | frongtohisworke ; and that they might beſo) there 
1” $1 wasnoO way like to that of entringintoa Covenant with 
| him, For, ſo .1ſ«underſtood it, as appeares by the next 
words, where it is ſaid , Aſa, when he heard theſe words, 
tooke courage; and , although he had before done much 
2 (in9.14- inpurging the Cities of Judah of Idolatry, and Idols,of 
high places, Images, and groves, yet now he goes on to 
amore thorough retormation, and put away the remain. 
der of abominable Idols ont of all the Land of Indah and Beg- 
Jamin and out of the Cities which he had taken from Mount 
Ephraim , and renewed the Altar of the Lord; for ever 
where Idols goe up, Gods Altars goe downe, therefore 
he pulleth downe the one, and ſetteth up the other. 
And not this alone , but he offered unto the Lord a 
great ſacrifice , and both himfelfe and his people extred 


1816 
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grove, and Aſacut down her 1dol, and ſtampt it,and burnt it = 18,p, 
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indo 4 Cauenant of eeke the Lord God of their fathers, with 1. That it 
all their heart, ana with all their ſoule, that whoſoever would 6 ſo, in 
not ſeeke the Lord Godof Iſrael, ſhould be put to death, whe- the gene- 
ther {mall or great, whether man or woman ; and they ſware rall, 
untorhe Fa 449" 4 loud woyce, and with ſhunting, and with 

trumpets , andwith Cornets. And all this, immediately 

upon the deliverance and victory which he had obtain- 

cd : for, inwverſ. 11, itis{aid expreſlely, that rhey offered 

unto the Lord, the ſame time (or, in that very day ) of the 

ſpoile which they had brought, 700. Oxen, and eco. Sheepe; 


meaning of thoſe, which they h:d carryed away from * 7” 3- *z 


I5.494%, T1, 


the Erhiopians that came out to battaile againſt them. Thc yugur 
So that now you ſee another ſolemne Covenant entre hath it in the 
into, not by Aſealone, but by all the people of God , a j,***2 * Ve 


\ ; | Prmcps in $ 
Covenant ſolemnized in publique by Sacrifice, by Oath, oi - oY Sa- 


and under the higheſt penaltie of death it ſelte to all *274 is per- 

that ſhould not obſerve it. his, 6, or 
In purſuit of which Covenant , ſee what he preſently * Homaagaint 

did. He ſpared not his owne Mother that regarded it P*"i! of 1dol. 


, . . — 2. 
not. For,when he perceived that, notwithſtanding this —_ 1,22, 


Covenant, the Queene his Mother , Maachs, would 23,: 4, &c. 
needs retaine her puppet Gods ſtill, and ( amongſt the'/®*+-23 


* &c.,to vil 
reſt ) one abominable Idol, in agrove , ſo obſcene asit 28. 


isnot fit to be named: ( Abulenſis * obſerveth that it was 2% Falix 


6 n otlatio A 
Priapus, and copjeftureth thence, that ſhe was not only ,;,, ©... 


a grofle Idolatreſſe,but an abominable trumpet : Þ tor, cone. 1a, re. 
ordinarily, Idolatry and adultery, ſpirituall and bodily '* 420 


'> *P "ys 
fornication goe together ©) Ir is ſaid, that he removed 8 1. _—_— 
her from being Queene , becauſe (he had made an 1dol in «*«mpl.in Aa, 

RAS 1 Le. 
at the brooke Xidron, verſe 16. Which paſſage is expreſt dem in How, 
with an emphaſis, in x King. 15. 11. Alſo Madcha his Mo- **:P38- 572. 


7; CONtke 


ther,even Her oe removed from being Queene, Although a % 4 


GC 2 Dueene, 
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1. That it 2wene, althougha Mother * , yer even her he depoſed 
s ſo. from her dignitie, . 
* >ome ſup- This he did, and this he muſt doe, not only by r: aſon 
mY er © of that voluntary Coycnant into which he had entred, 
Grand-zc.. but by vertue of the ſpeciall Command of God him- 
ther, others ſelfe,in what cyer relation fhe had ſtood unto um. Yea, 
ws _ 3, In Deut. 13. 6. the Law was more ſtrict, tor though ſhe 
ther, 'of the had been neerer than a Mother, even the wife of his bo- 
lame name (ogge, yetif ſhe wete an Idolater, and ſhould entiſe him 
mk dl ſecretly , ſaying , Let us goe and ſerve other Gods, ſhe muſt 
ther, which is have "6k put to death, and his own hand muſt have been firſt 
ble © 979%=" upon ber, verl. 9. | 
Scripture Younowſee the point proved in the generall, that 
{tiles her ſo, thus it is with Gods people ; upon any notable deliver- 
* Yea, ſome. ANCE *, they enter anew into ſolempe and ſtrict Covenant 
Limes upon with God. 
— 2. But more eſpecially ought this to be the care of 
Judgements the Church, 'when God gives her deliverance out of 
tclr,orfeared. Babylon, out of that ſervitude and bondage which of all 
cpm me ig other was moft heavy, and lay longeſt on her. See this 
31,zz in ſome inſtances, both on Gods part ayming at this in 
2, In ſpe- giving deliverance, and on his peoples part performing 
Ciall, thisafrer deliverancetrom Babylon. 
On Gods part, firſt. This was toreſhewed under the 
ſimilitude of the basket of good fizs, Jer. 24. 5. There it 
is ſaid by the Lord, the God of Ifraet, Like theſe good figs,(0 
will I acknowledge them that art carryed away Captive of In- 
aah, whom 1 have ſent out of this place into the Land of the 
Chaldeans for their good : for 1 will ſet mine eyes upon them 
for go0d,and 1 will bring them againe to this Land, &c. And, 
inthe ſevcnthverſe ittolloweth, 7 will give them an heart 
10 know me that I ams the Lord, and 1 will be their God + for 
they ſhall retnrne anto me with their whole heart, He will 


eve 
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give them an heart to know him, to retwrne, and become x. That it 
his people, which cannot be without a Covenant. —— is ſo, in 


That this is that which Gods heart is exceeding 
upon, and tullof, namely, that he never meantto bring 
his people backe from Baby/on, but upon this very con- 
dition ( albeit it was a great whilecreit was done, and 
therefore they thrived accordingly , as we ſhall ſhew a- 
non) will yet further appeare by many other paſſages 
of the Prophecy of lercmy , to paſſe by ſundry oler 
Prophecies uttered by 1ſa:ah, Micah, a others, 

In er. 30. 18. we ſhall finde a Prophecy, that this 
ſhould be done, ( and I ſhallſhew, by and by, that it was 
afterwards performed) Behold, faiththe Lord, I will bring 
azaine the captivitie of Iacobs tents , ana have mercy on his 
awelling places, &Cc. and, in verl. 21. 1 will cauſe himto 
draw neere, and he ſhall approach unto me ; and then, as onc 
aſſured of it, and admiring at it, hepreſently adds ; for 
who u this that enzaged his heart to approach unts me , ſaith 
the Lord ? That is, both Governour and people, all of 
them ſhould binde and engage themſelves yy 2s their 
outward man alone, but even their very heart and ſoule 
alſo ) by ſolemne Covenant to be the Lords. That this 
was the meaning, iscleare by the next verſe. Te ſhallbe 
my people, and 1 will beyour God. For it was ſuch an enga- 

ging of their hearts, as that one ſhould ſay, 1 am the Lords ; 
and another ſhall call himſelfe by the name of 1acob : and an- 
other ſhall ſubſcribe with his hand unto the Lord, and ſirname 
himſelfe by the name of 1ſrael,Wa.' 44. 5. | 
Soagaine, in Jer. 31. the Lotd having firſt promiſed 
to bring back the captivitie, he fubjoynes; Behold, rhe 
dayes come, ſaith the Lord , that I will mike anew Covenant 
with the houſe of Iſrael, and with the heuſeof Indah + not 
according to the Covenant which 1 made with their fathers, 
C 3 1m 


y ſet ſpeciall, 


14 The firſk Sermon, at the late Faſt 

1. That it inthe day that 1 teoke hins out of the Land of Egypt , which 
& ſo, i 
ſpeciall, 


n my Covenant they brake , wv ty I w44 an huband unto 


them, ſaith the Lord. But this ſhall be the Covenant that [ 
will make with the houſe of Iſrael ;, After thoſe dayes , ſaith 
the Lord, I will put my Law in their inward parts, and 
write it in their hearts , and will be their God , and they ſhall 
be my people. Hereis a Covenant, God vegas the work, 
but his people follow. They imbrace the Covenant,and 
joyne themſelves by mutuall Covenant to him. He 
puts his Law into their hearts, for this very purpole. 

Once more. In ey. 32. 37. there is a promiſe that 
God would gather his people out of all countries whi- 
ther he had caſt themin his wrath , and that he would 
bring them back to their own place, and cauſe them to 
dwell ſafely. He preſently addes this as the produQ ot 
that mercy ; they ſhall be my people, and 1 will be their God, 
and 1 will give them one heart , andone way that they may 
feare me for ever, &Cc. Iwill make an everlaſting Covenant 
with them , that 1 will nat turne away from them to do them 
good, but 1will put my feare in their hearts that they ſhall not 
depart from me : Which words go no lefle than aſolemn 
Covenant mutually madeand ftrucken betweene God 
and his people, 

Thus thenyouſee, many plaine and pregnant places 
of Scripture ſhew , that the maine thing God on his 
partaymed at, and expected from his people in deliver. 
ing them from Babylon, was,the firme and ſolemne tying 
and engaging of themſelves by a formall and effetu- 
all Covenant to him, and the remembring and keeping of 
it better than formerly they had done. 

Bur, fecondly, alltheſe were but prophecies ſhewing 
what God ax” (our ſhould be. Will you therefore ſee 
thething aQed, and all theſe promiſes fulfilled > True 
it 


CE ie. een. Ad 
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it is indeed that the people did not on their parts per- 1. That it 
forme this, they entred not into ſucha ſolemne Cove. « ſo, in 
nant, ſo ſooneas deliverance was by Cyrus proclaimed, ſpeciall. 


and they ſped accordingly. Zorgbbabel went indeed be- 
fore, inthe firſt yeere of Cyr, and laid the foundation 
of the Lords Houſe : but we read of no Covenant then 
made. Therefore, the work was ſtayed, and the build- 
ing not finiſhedin an 100 yeeres after, ſay the beſt Chro- 


nologers. 

Then comes E-r4, and makes ſome reformation of 
manners; and not only ſo, but ſome Covenant he and 
the people entred into, Ezra 10. But that was but ina 
particular caſe ( and it would be thought a ſtrange one, 
tothis age eſpecially, ſhould itnow be on ; ) there 
were many that had treſpaſſed againſt their God by ta- 
king ſtrange wives of the people of the Land (that wor- 
ſhipped w@ the ſame God.) Such therefore, as now 
were duely touched with the ſenſe of this finne, defire 
Ezrathat a ſolemne Covenant might now be made with 
God, to put away all ſuch wives , and ſuch «s were borne of 
them, Verl. 3. Now, in the fifth verſe, we ſhall fnde this 
executed. For, E2r4 aroſe, and made the chiefe Priefts the 
Levites, and all Iſrael to ſweare that they ſhould do acsord- 
ing to this word, and they ſware. 

This was ſomewhat , but not enough : a partiall Co- 
venant, and ſuch as came ſhort of that intended in m 
Text. You ſhall ſee it more throughly pertormed at- 
terwards, in Nehemiahs time, For, atter Ezr4,came Ne- 
hemiah, and he makes a more thorough Reformation ; 
not of mens manners only , buteyen of Religion alſo, 
Heſet up the Ordinances of God in their puritie, and 
rooke care in particular for the preaching of the Word. 


After all this, he'andall che people entred into a ſo- 
lemne 


16 The firſt Sermon, at the late Faſt 


1. That it lemiie Covenant, and that at the time of a publique 
&ſo, in Faſt? Andrhis bringsit home tothe bufincfle we are 
ſpeciall, now about. For, as they entred into Covenantupon 


receipt of ſucha deliverance, ſo they did it at the time 
of aſolemne Faſt. This will appeare throughout the 
whole ninth Chapter of Nehemiah, where it 1s firſt ſaid, 
that the Children of Iſrael were aſſembled with faſting, and 
with ſack-cloath, and with earth upon them : they ſeparated 
themſelves from ftrangers, they ſtood and confeſſed their 
ſinnes , and the iniquities of ther fathers. They juſtified 
God in all his proceedings againſt them, and in all 
the evils he had brought upon them. They acknow- 
ledged that neither they, their Princes , people, or fa- 
thers had kept the Law ;, they had not ſerved God in 
that Kingdome he had beſtowed upon them. Behold, 
fay they , verſ. 36. We are ſervants this day, and for the 
Land that thou gaveſt unto our fathers , to 4g 1he fruit 
theresf , and the good thereof , behold we are ſervants in it, 
And it yeeldeth much encreaſe untothe Kings whom thou haſt 
ſet over us , becauſe of our finnes : alſo they have dominion 
over our bodies, and over our cattell at their pleaſnre, and we 
are jn great diſtreſſe. And becauſe of all this, we make a ſure 
Covenant , inthe laſt verſe ) and write It, and our Princes, 
Levites, and Prieſts ſcale untoit, 

Now hereisthe tull accompliſhment ofthat you have 
in my Text. Whatin the Text is ſer down by way of 
Prophecy,you here ſee ated in the Hiſtory. in Nehe- 
miahs tune, they come home untoit. Andif you look 
into the tenth Chapter you ſhall tee who fe ed this Co. 
VERANT : hift,the Princes, the C fhice1 3, the Miyttrates 
of the Kingdome, the Pg [lamCkis mts It You will {0 call 
them; and thenthe reſt of the people. And what is the 
lubſtance ot their Coveuaut ? They enred into 4curſe, 

and 
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and into an Oath, to walke in Gods Law, whichwas given by2. How it 
Moſes the ſervant of God, and to obſerve and do all the Com- s [0. 
mandements of the Lord their God, and his Indgements, and 

Statutes, verl. 29. | 

» Here thenis their Covenant: you ſeealfowith what 
ſolemnitie it was made and ratified; by ſubſcribing of 

hands, and ſetting to of their Seales,by an 0ath,and by a 

curſe ; binding themſelves byall the moſt ſolemne and 

trongeſt bonds that poſſibly they could; and allthis in 
Publique, andat a Publique Faft.. Sothat now the point. 

is cleare, That it s ſo, and that the praQiſe of Gods peo- 

ple hath ever been, upon any great deliverance, eſpeci- 

ally from Baby/os, to enter into ſolemne Covepant with 

the Lord, | | b 

Come we tothe ſecond branchpropounded, which is ?-£«v%7;, 
the x43, ſhewing , i» what manner this Covenant muſt Roe #, 
be ma how raen areto joyne themſelyes to the te done. 
Lord in this action. | 

This I ſhall demonſtrate out of the bowels of the 
Textit ſelf: fortherein may you ſee ſomewhat requi- 
red, 1. By way of 4ſþoſition or preparationtoit. 2. Inre- In a three- 
ſpect of the ſub/tance of it. 3. Inregard of the proper **!***iPe8- 
ties belonging:toit, Theſe being opened, Iſhall give 

ou a full view of this Text, and pertorme my promiſe 

fore made unto you. 

The firft thing to beuntolded is, the diſpoſition Or Pre- 1. Of the 
paration to the Covenant; and this a esintwothings, £2 re-) 
x. In ſeeking ſeriouſly the face of God , They ſhall ashe rice » Co- 
the way to Zion, 2. Inthe manner of their :ddrefſe unto venane with 
him, with their faces thitherward, ſaying, Come. 


God. 
Whereunto is 


. T- The firſt thing requiſite to arſþoſe, qualifie , and quired 
prepare men to ftrike a Covenant with God, is a ſerious re 7% «/4ing 


lumble fecking of the face of God, They ſhall aske *;,*? © 
D 


the Zion 


& (ber ff Conan, arobetlare Fiſt 


2. How - themay.to@%0n. And there firſt 2 word of the place 10. 


thu (75 t0. 


be done. 


wardwhich-choywere bound, ſecondly, of their con- 
cendingandrepaire toit,underthatexpreffion of ««king 
the way thither. 

- The place, was Zion , where fick {though it be but a 
Criticilme, it isyer:not unnecefiaryto be taken notice 
of, becauſe theword is often pronounced , andwritten 
amifle, which ambiguity touching the qt 
you muſt pur a difference between Sihon or Bon, | 
Zion : ( for theſt were. two diterent places, and arc 
writtenznthe origi ith wwodifferent Letters, the 
former with w the ivther with X ) you muſt not here 
underſtand this, of the former, namoby, of Mow Swhoy, 
which is all one with Hermon, fituate inthe utmoſt.con- 
fines of Ifrael North-Eaſt-ward , neere unto Jordan , 
( Dent. 4.48. ) but conceive it to bemennt pt | 'X or 
Zion in Hieruſalem , which was once the! dot 


the Jebuſites , and held out longer unfubdueUthan any 
Pecce belonging to 004094 298 For, when Iiracl un. 
derthe of Toſhaa had conquered Tebwe,atter cal- 


led Hieruſalem , yet could they not winne Zionin it. 


Ziow wasa ſtrong Caſtle or Fort, erected upon a rocky: 
mount, towardthe South-weft part of the Cirie, over- 
looking allthe reſt ; and that the Jebufites, having a- 


boundantly fortified and victualledit, ftifl held, all the 
dayes of 1oſbua, and long after, albeir the Ifraclites poſ- 
ſefſed the reſt of the Citie, 7oſh. x5. 63. But afterwards 
when David cawe againftit, even that ſtrong hold (which 
the Jebuſites thought to be ſo invincible, : Joy in ſcorne 
of him and his ſiege, they ſer up only a few blind & lame 
people on the walles to defend it ) he con and 
_ - oy _— Wa = _ on —_ 
imſelt dweltinit,z Saw. 5.7, This,forthe F 
"Then, 


_ 


4 


W Bo 

Capitall Ciey of. the- GE = 

ſet forJudgemantywas 

choſe toplace hisnamein: there CES 

for Godemorthib;and thicher the T wr ers ry me ey 

becauſethere God pleaſed|tomanifeſthis morei{ſpeciatl 

preſence, and tocommundshebleſsing forevermere. This 

therthoretosetheſe aptives repaired ; _ 

unto Zien, the WatchbTowre, as. yy Hierome 1 

whence Godinſpeciall minnerwatched cnet ogabal 

for Goad:: there they ſeekhisface, ann - 3 yames 
fo enter Covenant wi 


beforeth 
No raddeelſets this:place; isſer forchin this 


Text, by askimg; the' way: to\Zion; The word' thwwr® * From xy 


whichisapointof Juſtice orequity togave; 
14. ) yetis ituſuallyapplyedto noretheſecking 


thing by humble prayers andiintreaties : wr} how yon 
ſeldome put forprayerit/ſelte, 2 Chro: 20: 4.and; ſome+ 
times for an earneſt & humble enquiry afterſomethivg 
we know not, ( Num: 27: 21. Dewts: 13! 14.) 'tharwe' 
may be directed aright, and: purſue thei direQtion- with: 
effe&t: Sohere, They aske theway to: Zion, and that'of 
God, not onely to ſeek of him «r1ght mar for themby faft> 
ing and prayer, L Eer88, 21. bur; as reſolving that ſame- 
what ſhould be done, that they would walke in'ir; and 
appeare before God in Ziow: tor, ſo much'is intended 
here-as is expreſſed more fully elſewhere, viz. in1ſay 
2. Verſe'2; 3. Mics 4+ 1, 2. where they not onely'call 

D 2 on 


though itſometumesimpart Coraqueyrogie(wC a- thing co beech or 
wg 9 pray. 


20 ThefirffSermon, at thelate Faſ} 


2... How. - oncach othertound they alſo performe the 
this tobe jane gh to rhemoantaineof the Lord. Sothe Pro- 
done, | vas inhabitants of one City ſhall goe to 4- 


,Let us got ſpeedily to pray before rhe Lord, 
ps mer Ft 1m he yea, many peo- 


prog yok ry Come to he Lordof Hoſts in 
_ alem, and to pray before the Lord: Zach. 8, 21. 22. 


ng fleightly, careleflely, py. 
burn all Fomiicy, O 


ea ( asin the verſe before my Text 
evcn withwmeeps ping;/chey ſbaltſeckethe Lord choke God 


with Inenict and ſorrow for all thoſe 
finnes whereby they had formerly broken his Covenant, 
and for which he had entred upon the forfeiture, and 
—_ heavy Terps rar a wraqen Going , 
weeping, i to ſeeke their G in Zion. The 
ve fn f ng dretibibe before ( — neceſ- 
firy dy caching Lracl. on 31. 9 -# mg 
come with weeping, aud with ſuplications will I lead t 
Sothen, this 1 isthoficſ thing in- this worke to diſpoſe 
andpreparc menfor the Covenant ; namely, to aske the 
4) to Zion, by a ſerious, humble, affectionate i inquiring 
and ſeeking after God in his Ordinances, even with ma- 
ny prayersand teares, that he would be pleaſed tO AC- 
cept t 


| 22 In regard; Secondly, the manner oftheir addrefſe isas neceflary 
of the marer. as the former. It is not every maxner that will ſerve the 


* Tharis, 
t With in- 
— of Spt= 


turne.Itmuſt bedone withall iztent;ox of ſpirit in regard 
of themſelves,and with fervent Charity towards others. 

For, they muſt aske the way to Zion with their faces thi- 
therwar , ſaying Come. 

Their: {96. Þ and fervency 0 ſpirit wherewith they 
{et upon this worke, is ſet forthunder that Hebraiſme of 
asking t the way to Zian with their faces thitherward. ſe 
| phraſe 
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phraſe is uſyally an expreflionof the et intention, 2." How 

tervency, and contentionof mind that 'cany be, in the :hi & tobe 

purſuit of aty buſinefſe on foote, or of any way wherein doxe. 

a manis going: Such a phraſe you have in Luke g. fr. 

where itis aid of Chriſt, :hat he ftedfaſtly ſet his face togoee 

to Hieruſalem, or, as if he would got Io nee; ye : 

which cauſe the. Samaritanes woald xst receive him, ver. 

53. that is, they would not entertayne him with any re- 

ſpe, becauſe, that Reafoft ſetting of his face towards | 

Hieruſalem* manifeſted, by his very countenance and * & ir: 2 

aſpeR, that, where ever his body was, his heart was at wz5 <74p- 

Hierufalem(which the Samaritanes could not brooke) #570, 

and that nothingip the world could. take him off from «© 

that journey, or, fo farre prevaile with him, -asto make "© uy 

him linger,orloyterupon the way; noentreaties,feare, j.,.11 no 

ſhame, nor any 10g could tay him, bur, obſtinatact im- longer turne 

perterripamente locum petits, as it isexpreft by Bede, He amr phe 9 

was no way afraid, orafſhamed to be Hae and knowne ang gceabour 

whither he was bound, and what he was going abour, theirvillages 
When therefore it is here ſaid, they ſhall aske the way 3? — yy 

to Zion with their faces thitherward, the thing meant Luc. g. 

thereby, is, that they ſhall ſet uponthiswork with their 

whole heart, with their whole man, without any feare, 

orbeingaſhamed, or unwilling ro owne the buſineſle : 

but, they ſhall doe it thoroughly and affectionately 

without wavering, lingring, halting : they ſhall doe'it 

boldly, preſently, openly, AY and continual- 

ly.Ina word, whatſocvercan be fayd, or thought upon, 

to ſet forth the utmoſt intention of a mans Sparir in any 

worke that his heart is moſt ſet upon, and that he would 

lay out his life and all he hath upon, for the accompliſh- 

ment of it; that was the refolution, & care of theſe peo- 

ple, & muſt be ours : this is to aske the way to Zion wee 

D 3 our 


22 ThefirfhlSeriion; at the late Faſt” 
2. Haw. %nfaces thitberward. | thou this,no-entring-into 
yet Covenant with God; Thisis, for ſubſtance bo daket 
- (thou \ Eh 6 exprefſed:'):thanthar of the bouyih 
1A his time-, when chey ſware the Coyenant before 
tioned, 2 Chron.x5, where itis ſaid; they did it with 
Þf pf vruy an and with all. their- ſoule, andexpreſt it by 
the /eudveſſe of their woyces, and with ſhowings, &c : re- 
joycing 4 the Oath, becauſe they had / worne with all their 
hearts,and ſought him with their whole defire;verl. 15. Men 
| _—_ w diſputi ning, [Eg with m _ 
5 oud,, and:caltingiabour. e-entring-.into-ſuch a 
confiſbwith their profits, "prey luſts, 
_ deſignes, ralatians,/ &c. are no fit Covenanters for God. 
Hucpreple ſhall be willing, Pſal.110. 3, their heart, minde, 
_  ſpirtt, body; countenance; all; ſhall profeſlc , and pro- 
claime+this' to: the: whole world!, that they are: for 
God, fora Comenent, forputting themſelves into the 
ſtrongeſt bonds that canpoſſibly-bethought on to bind 
theny.hand and foot, ſoule and | body to-the Lord tor 
CVCTrLe, 

2. Wich cha: 251 Noris this all; For,the menin my Text;content 
ce cowards not) themſelyes to be thus earneſtly addicted to the 
ak worke/intheirown particulars, but, ( as one ſtick kin- 
dles another) they defire to kindle the ſame flame of af- 
teGion in others.alſo, and mutually to blow up the 

coales.in one another, ſaying, Come. 

This notes the fervency. of their Charitic towards o- 
thers alſo. For, 'tisnot here brought in as a formalitie, 
or complement, butasthe evidence of a ftrong defire 
todrawas many othersas they can to the ſame journey, 
and (ifitbe are) to keepthe ſame pace withthem, 
as being moſt unwilling co leave any behind them. This 
'\ndeedis true Love, unfained Charitie , todrayw all we 

can 
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can along withus'\untes God. Tre Cotiverts , When! ,, How 
once they returne themſelves, hey 6h othiss toremir8e this is ts 
> Which be done. 


alſo. And this was often prophe as 
ſhould certainly be: Wienefſeallthoſeplaces'i Wy: 
Mic. 4. and Zach. 8. before quoted | 


d; So thenall/ 
thingsare requiſice , and/previows tothe At of 'Cove- 
nanting with God. There 'muſt be a ſeeking roGod 
with true humiliztion, a of himwichall incehri- 
onof ſpirit, and with all manifeſtations of a'reſolurion 
not tobe terrified from, daufited at, or aſhamed of the 
worke : yca, with fervent Charitic to draw others into 
the ſame Covenant alſo. Thus much for the diſpoſition 
previous'to the Covenant, | 


2. The next thitg confiderable in the Kavi: is, the 2. The $u6- 


Subſtance of the Covenant it ff, Let ws joyne our ſelves 
tothe Lord, in a Covenant. 

Two things here muſt be opened , the watzey,and the 
forme of this folemne action. 


r. The matter of this A&t is ſet forthnnder this ex- :. Of the 


reſfion, Ler w joyne owr ſelves tothe Lord. The origi 

ed WA ( from mo) is very Emphatical ; fo Glut 
word, being explained , will ſufficiently fct ont before 
you the nature of the Covenant here intended. Some 
Tranſlators reader it, Let ws give bur ſelves wire the Lord ; 
which imports a conjunction ſo neere , as nothing can 
come between , and ſo firme, as nothing can diffolve. 
But more patticularly, the verb here afedisin Sons 
applyed to a double ſenſe, or to denote two things: both 
of which being ſet together; will fully difcover what it 
is to be joyneal ro the Lord in Covenant. 

Firſt, it fignifyeth the binding of a mans ſElf co the 
Uſarer ,. of who he hath borrowed money, to 
backe both -principall and intereft. So it 15 _ 

EDEM> 


2. How 
thu « to. 


be done, . 


* 1291207 
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Nehem. 5. 4. where the people complaine, We have bor- 
rowed money.* , for the Kings tribute, and that upon our 

and;, and Fineyards.;-T hat is, they had engaged both 
nds and Vineyards! for ſecuriticof the money bor- 


* , 
. 


rowed,/ that che Uſurer ſhould enter _ all, incaſe 
they failed of paymentat the day. So that, as men, to 
wks will have a Starwre _ recogniſance in the 
nature of a Statute Staple, acknowledged, whereby a mans 
perſon, goods, lands, and all, are bound for the ſecuritic 
of rhe Creditor , that he ſhall have both principall and 
intereſt at the day agreed upon ( and here that of Solo- 
29 proves too true, The borrower « ſervant tothe lender - 
for, he hath nothing left to his own diſpoſe; if he would 


ſellany Land, ſettle any joyacture, there is a — 


en it, he candiſpoſe of nothing till that be taken off,) 
ſoitis in the caſe of any man joyning himſelf to the 


. Lordby Covenant ,- he muſt even bind himſelf 80 God 
.as firmely, as fully, as the poore borrower , who for his 


neceſlitie takes up money, binds himſelf to the Ulurer. 
If Godlend him any mercy, any bleſſing, he binds him- 
ſelf to reſtore not only the principall ( the bleſſing ic 
ſelf) when God ſhall call for it; but even the intereſt 
too ; I meane, all poſſible homage, ſervice, and honour 
©" becomes thoſewho- have received ſo great a be- 
NERHC. | | 
_. - Thisis more than implyed in that parable of our Sa- 
viour touching thetalents diſpenſed, Marth. 25.27. for ' 
even'to him who had received but one talent, was it 
ſaid, The oughteſt to have put my money to the Exchangers, 
that at my coming 1 might have received mine own with uſu- 
75. God will haye hisreturne , ſome intereft, for every 
mercy; attd cxpeds a Statute Staple, that is, a Covenant, 
tor lys berter ſecuritic, God will have him benngene, 
| Ys 
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body, eſtate, lifeandall , ſo as all he is, and hath, ſhall 


2. How 


be forfcited, it he donot keep touch, and make pay-+ #4# is to 
ment according toagreement and Covenant made be- be done, 


tween them, This is the firſt uſe of the word, nitvs. 

Secondly, there ts yet 'more in it. | For, though 
it be true that the obligation of a borrower to the uſu- 
rer beas ſtrong as bonds and Statutes can make it ; yer, 
there is not ſuchan entire, neerc, firme, and laſting rye 
of the borrowertothe Lender, nor ſuch a thorough in- 
tereſt inthe whole cftate of the Ufurer, as there isof 
him that is in Covenant with God. The Uſurer,though 
he bind the poor borrower faſt to him, yethe keeps him 
at diſtance, not giving him intereſt in, oruſe of any o- 
therpart of his Rats Hui only of the ſumme borrowed. 
But now this joyniag of our ſelves to the Lord,'is ſuch, as is 
made by marriage;and gives intereſt in all that the Lord 
is, and hath, and admits us tothe participation ofallthe 
moſt intimate, neereft; choyſeſt expreſſions of the dee- 
reſt Love of God, which isor can be found between the 
kusband and the wife, whoare-joyned together by the 
bond of marriage, and made one fleſh. 

Sothe word is uſed, Gey. 29. 34 where Leah, being 
delivered of ker'/third ſonne; Levs,' thus ſaith to the 
women about her , Now this time will my husband be joyn- 
ed * unto me, becauſe I have born him three ſouncs. Thatis, 
now ſhall my husband be more arctly united ro me 
iQ all love, and in all demonftrations of it, and that 
in the moſt free, full, andintimate way of expreſhon 
that:poſſibly canpaſſe between thoſe whoare coupled 
together in ſo neerearelation, | 

Sothen, lay both theſe together, and you have a 
cleare view of this Joyning of our ſelves tothe Lord by Co« 
venant, He that enters into Covenant with God, doth 
T E not 


why 


2, In regard 
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notonly bind bimſelf, as the needy borrower to the Co- 
vetous /ſarer , for a time; but, as the wife to the bus- 
band, to be wholly his for ever, without any reſervation, 
limitation, or termination, till death difſolye the bond. 
As the wife hath intereſt in the goods, eſtate, and per- 
fon of the husband; and all that he hith is hers : ſo by 
this j-yning of ovr ſelves ro the Lord,, He becomes ours, 
as well as we become his, and both are mutu:illy con- 
joynedco each other by an indifſoluble bond forever, 
All che power, wiſdome, | Jpg mercy, grace, glo- 
ry, that the Great God bath to communicate to the 
creature, is nowaſſured and made over to every ſoule 
that thus engageth himſelfunto him. And on the other 
fide, all the wit, ftrength, induftry, wealth , honour, 
ns life, andall thar —_ _ he _ over, 
refignes upaQually, t utely,and for ever 
unto theLord, to raed —_ him withall, and 
that with all his heart, and with bis whole deſire; to have 
nothing, todo nothing, to benothing but for the Lord, 
hall the world be agaioft him for it. This I take 
* be the full latitude of the Covenant , for the Matter 
iT, 
2. "Touching: the forme of this Act of joyning our 


of the forme. (elves to the Lord, it is exprefedintheword rn, the 


Covenant, A Covenant is nothing elſe but an agree- 


ment or inc betwcen two or moe perſons , and ra- 
tified (ordinarily) by ſome externall ſolemnitie, or rites 
that may teſtifie and declare the agreement, and ratific 


it, whereby it becomes unalterable. Therefore ir is, 
thatamong the varierie of ratifications of Covenants 
mentioned in Scripture, ſtill there is ſomewhat of out- 
ward folemnitie report 


edtohave been uſedat the ma- 
king of them, toftrike the bargaine thorough. 


Co 
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Sometimes they were made by Sacrifice, Pal. 50. 5. 2, How 
ſometimes by 0ath, Dent. 29. ſometimes by an 04th, this @ to 
and a ewrſe, Neh. 10. 29, ſometimes by ſubſcription of be done. 
their hands, ſometimes by ſcaling it with their ſeales ;;,,. . 
alſo: Sometimes by all theſe , and by what ever elſe Neb. 9. «4. 
might moſt firmely 8& inviolable knit menunto God. 

And as it was then, ſo muſt it be ſtill. To ſtrike a Co- 
venant, isnot, in a privat® or publique prayer 1 
togoe to God and fn Lord I will be thine,1 8 ave 

4 Covenant with thee, be thaw a witneſſe of it, &c. but it is, 

to ſtand and make it publiquety betorethe Lord, by fome 
ſpeciall ſo/emniriethat may witrneſſe it to all theworkd, as 
loſiah* , Aſa, andall the Godlyever did ,; ( even as in * x chro. ;,. 
in entring into bonds, or as in ſolemnizing of matri- 3*- 
Ts uſe _— RR ow CO 

the Loads er, by faſting, orby © ele, where 
they TG fo fend and ardtly joynedto ee 
Lord, that they may not only be no longer ſ« jours, to 
departaway.from the Living God ; but, not ſomuchas 
to {it looſe from God,, or raſtandinany termes of in- 
differency, which might leave them atlibertie toſerye, 
ornot toſerveGod: inanydutic, how difficule, or dan- 
gerous ſoever, And thus haveyonthe Subſtance of the 
Covenantopened. 

3» Take we now aſhort view of the properezes of this z. The Pre 
Covenant,andthey are two ; perperaitie and heedfulneſſe, 27% of the 


| Covenant 
1. It muſt be an everlaſting Covenant, in Of which are 
continuance. In the Originall it 1s. mþw, mn, « Cove- two. 


1, It muſt 


nant of Ages. And. the 72 Interpreters renderittothiey;,,.,,y;,. 
ſame purpoſe; Having 191; thatis, ſuch a: Covenant as for continu- 
notimcſhall terminate , tillthey who make it ceaſe toc: 
be. Some.underftard this of engaging themſelves'to 
Rick-cloſe-ro:dim: inthe: due celebration of his Legal 

E 2 worſhip, 


this. is to (w 


be done. 


2eIt muſt be 
heeded, and 
not 
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worſhip , ſo long as he ſhould continue it in his Church, 
hich was till, Shiloh came ) without thoſe mixtures, 
wherein formerly they had beentoobold,and for which 
God had ſpewed them out of his Church, and hurled 
them as farre as Babylon. Others conceive it to be 
meantof the Covenant of Grace that God had ſealed to 
themin the bloud of his Sonne. But, neither of theſe 
arcful.For,itis clearly meant ofan 47 of theirs towards 
God, whereby they bind themſelves to him, and that not 
fora definite time only, but for ever. 
Itisſucha binding, asthatof the borrower tothe U- 
ſurer ; whom nothing can fatisfie but tullpayment. Or 
rather, ſuch aclofing with God , as is that of the wite to 
the husband, called, in particular refercnce to the nup- 
tiallknor, the Covenant of her God, Prov.2.17. She muft 
be his forever; thatis, ſo long «s ſhe liveth, Rom, 7p. So 
that, for men to bind themſelves 4 an everlaſting Cove- 
n4nt tothe Lord, is to bind themſelves never tolep out 
from him tolIdols, to theirbaſe luſts, to any creature, in 
anyftrait, upon any occaſion, or tentation whatſoever; 
nor, 'with the dog, toreturne any more to their vomit 
of any kind. They are in Covenantas the wife to the 
Lon ; for they arc marryed wnto the Lord for ever, 
of. 2, 

2. It muſt be heeded and minded; elſe, it will be to 
ſmall purpoſe to be fo /sting. It muſt be a Covenant 


" that [hall not be forgotten. 


A Covenant, quod nos tradttur oblivioni, as Tremeli us 
well: thatis,thatſhall not be caſt behind their backs. It is 
but a plaine mockery for men ſo to enter Covenant with 


God, as young Gallants enter into bonds to the Ulurer, 


never thinking more of them , till the day of payment 


be paſt, and the Sergeant ready toattachthem, Y to the 
| RL od wicked 


a 
O—_— 
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wicked ſaith God , what haſt thou to ds to take my Covenant 2, How 
into thy month , ſeeing thou caſteſs my words behind thee ? this is tobe 


Pal. 50. Only they rightly performe this dutie, who fo 
Joynethemſelyes tothe Lord, asto remember,and minde 
the obligation they have ſealed; As a pooreman that 
meanes honeftly , if he be _neceflitated to take up mo- 
ney upon his bond, he can hardly cate, walke, fleep, 
doany >. in any company,but that ſtill his mi 
runs upon the obligation and day of payment: he com- 
plaines he is indebt, he hath given bond for ſo much 
money, and all his care is how to pay his debts, or toger 
longertime ; ſo itiswitha Godly man that hathentred - 
Covenant with the Lord, he hath ſealed abond, and he 
knows it muſt be ſatisfied,or it will be put in ſuit, There. 
fore he beares it in minde, he isalwaycs caſtingabout how 
he may performe, and keep touch with God. 7 will ne- 
ver forget thy precepts, ſaith David , 1 have inclined mine 
heart to performe thy Statutes alwayes , evew unto the end, 
Pfal. 119. 112. Thisis one expreſſion. 

Againe, It is a Covenant to be remembred, as that of 
the wife, whereby ſhe tandsbound to her hwbaxnd : the 
muſt ever remember it. It is the note of an harlot to 


farget the Covenant of her God. The chaſte wife will ſo 2vv...r7. 


remember the marriage bond , thatif ſhe be ſolicited to 
unfaithfulneſſe, touncleanneſfle, &c. ſhe ever hath this 
in herthoughts, that ſhe hath given her ſelt wholly a- 
way toan husband , andis boundto keep her oply unto 
him during lite ; 8 this makes her to beevenan impreg- 
nable wall againft all afſaults chat might otherwiſe draw 
herto folly. So muſtitbeinthe caſe in hand : The Co- 
yenant muſt ftill be in the hears, and in the memory, In 
every aCtion of a mans lite , inevery paſſage and turn- 
ing of his eſtate and condition, in every defigne or en- 

E 3 gagement, 
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2. How | gagement, this muſt vet be forgotten; viz. I bave en- 
this 10 be © trediinto Covenant with God, as awite with her hus. 


done.” 


Pal. 98. 10, 


Eccleſ. 5. 


. muſthe 


*©band ; willthatTI am now doing, orgoingabour, ſtand 
«with my Covenant? Is this to fre Covenant 
<with God? 8c. If hebe ſolicited touncleannefle, to 
fraud;, oppreſſion, anyevillwhatſoevyer , this ſtill runs 
in his minde, Theres a Covenant between me and the 
Lord, I am bound from ſuch courſes by the ſtrongeſt 
bonds; How-thencan 1 commit this great wickedneſſe, and 


ſinne againſt God ? 


What was it for which 1»dah, and 1/ract became Cap- 
tives, but the breach of the Covenant > They kept not the 
Covenant of God, ſaith the Plalmift. And, how ſo? Be- 
cauſe they did not remember it. As they ſoone fargas: hes 
workes, ſoit was not long cre they forgot God their Sawjour 
himfelfe too, and then no marvaile, if, at the next bour, 
they forgot his Covenant alſo, Fſal. 106. He then, that 
would not breake Covenant, muſt not forget it ; but muwnd, 
and performe it. Otherwiſe, -itis- like vowing anto God, 
and'not paying, which is worle than »otro vow atall. 

Thus haveIdiſpatcht the Second gexerall, the Kevin, 
and ſhewed'you how and in what manner this Covenant 

Redken: firſt, in regard of the d:ſpoſition avd pre- 
p4ration-ofthe Soulo unto it, it muſk be with ſerioms frek 
:ngtheface of God & humbling the ſoule betore band, ic 
miſt be with all intextion:8 earntſtnes,with fervent-Love 
and charity todrawothers the ſame way. Next,in regard 
of the Covenant irfelf,it muſt bean a7 & firmjoyning and 
binding our ſel ves the Lord, as of the borrower to. the 
Lender ;of the wife tothe husband';andthat by ſome /#- 
lemne At#,which-may #eſtificit to allthe world, and be a 
vitneſeagainit us, ifwe keep-it not. Andall this, third- 
ly for proper#tes, muſt be of everlaſting cominuance, and 


" 
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had in continuall remembrance, ſoas it may be continually 
performed of all that make it, 

3. Iproceedtothe third and laft branch, the 4:7:, the 3.4467: © 
Grounds and reaſons why, upon receit of any deliverance, *% _ 
but more eſpecially from Babylon, people ſhould enter »1y ic # (6. | 
intoſuch acovenant withGod. And thelereſpeR delive- 75+ 7: 
ranceseitherin general, or from Babylon in ſpecial. 458 

r. The reaſons why this muſt be done, upon any deli- *: 77, io 2- 
verance in generall, are theſe. ag 

1. Becauſe God, at notime ſo much as when he be- r-/. 
ſtowes upon his people ſome notable deliverance, gives * 694 :ucb 
fach cleere hints and demonftrations of his willingneſfle cjearch cvi- 
to ſtrikeancverlaſting Covenant with them. No ſooner dence of his 
had the Lord delivered Iſrael out of Egypt, but within 24" ** 
3. Monethsafter, he commanded m_ rotellthe peo- nan with us, 
ple from him; Te have ſeene what 1 did anto the Egyptians, 
and how 1 bare you on Eagles wings, and brought you out unto 
my ſelfe. Now therefore if ye will obey my voyce and keep my 
Covenant, then yee ſhall be apeculiar treaſure unto me above 
all people. Exod. 19. 1. and verſe 4, 5. God himſelte, you 
ſee, was now carneſt for a Covenant. 

It is the nature of God, where he beftowes one bene- 
fir, to adde moe, and till toriſe in er arrars, 1 Where 
he once opens his hand to take a people ivto his prote- 

Qion, he opens his heart to take them into his boſome. 
Where he puts forth his powey to reſcue a people, he puts 
out his heart tomake them 4 owne, if then they have 
eyes todiſcernethe opportunity, See. this moſt excel- 
lently demonſtrated 7er,/32. from wer. 37, totheq2. His 
gathering them from their Captivity, firſt warmes, then 
melts, and after inflames his heart towards them, ma- 
kipg it even then to glow as it were upon them, & to be- 
come reftlefle till he have beſtowed bimſelfewholly on 
them 


»,o 
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3. Why it them by ſolemne Covenazt to be their God for ever, 
& fo, in Nowthen, ſhall God, at ſuch atime, be ſo willing 
the gene- anddefirous toenter Covenant with men, and ſhall they 
rall, think it too much for them to be in Covenant with 
him? Shall he be faft bound to them, aud they lefr tree | 
to ſit looſe from him? Indeed, this1s that which our cor- FT 
rupt nature would willingly bave: People would faine 
be their owne men; which yetin truth, is,to be the grea- 
teſt ſlaves. Neceſlary therefore itis tor men,upon receit 
of any deliverance, trorenew Covenant with God who is 
pleaſed to honour them ſo farre, as to be in Covenant 
with them. For, theſe twoare relatives,and eyer goe to- 
gether, 1 will be their God, and they ſhall be my people. God 
15 notthe God of any people but of his owne Covenant- 
Servants. The reſt, he ſtiles, Lo-ammi. Hol. 1. g. for yee 
are not my people, ſaith he, and 1 will not be your God. They 
will not enterinto Covenant with me, and1 will make | 
| no Covenant with them. That is the firſt reaſon, 
Det ia 2. As Godispleafed to enter into.Covenant with his 
contene to be people, ſo:is he fiſt in the Covenant, God requires no 
bound firſt : . : . 
* man to bind himſeltby Covenantto Him, till the Lord 
firſt ſtrike a Covenant with his Soule, As we love him,be- 
cauſe he loved us firſt ; ſo we enter into Covenant with 
him, becauſe he firſt entreth: into Covenant with us. I 
will berheir God, heis fitft bound , and ſeales firſt, and 
thei, and not till then, it followes ; they ſhall be my people. 
This is the conftant tenor of the Covenant. And ſhall he 
begin, aud we think much-to follow? Can there bea . 
age conſummatedwheregnely the mars firſt mar- 
rieqto the woman, and the woman will nor after,for her 
part, be married tothe man ? Now, Goud no wayſo much 
declares his willingnefle tobe in Covenant, and ro be 
firſ init; as by deliverances ( as we ſhall ſee more in the | 
next 
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next reaſon : ) great reaſon therefore, men ſhould then 3. Why it 
ſecond him by mutrall ſtipulation. Itis an hard caſe, « ſo, in 
when men will nor tollow, where God leades. the gene- 
Indeliverances God more eſpecially manifeſteth rall. 
his fidelity in keeping Covenant with his people, even 3+ 1 dclive- 
: - = | : wo rances God 

when thcy have broken Covenant with him, and forteited,,,,. c;.c. 
all into his hands. When God delivers a people out of ally maniteſt- 
any ſtraite, dor'1not that uſually ſuppoſe ſome folly oy 
theirs going Letore, & provoking him to caſt them into Coyenanc. 
that affliction ; whence, upon their cry, he is pleaſed ro 7/e. 107. 
deliverthein ? 

And when they have ſo farreand fo long broken the 
Lawes, and contemned the Counſel ofthe moſt high , 
aud dealt unfaithfully in his Covenant ,as that he hath bin 
evencompelled to throw them into darkneſſe and rhe 
ſhadow of death : yet it then, upon their humiliation, he 
be pleaſed to delrwer ther ont of all their diftreſſes ; this is 
to give them freſh experience of his infinite love in 
Keeping Covenant and mercy with them, that kept no 
Covenant with him. This 1s called a remembring of his 
Covenant with his people, after that their uncircumciſed 
hearts be humbled, and that they accept of the puniſhment of £&*#. 26.41 
their iniquity , when God ſhould have caſt them our of ** 
their land, among their enemies, as afterward he did, 
So that, ina deliverance, that which is moſt predomi- 
nant in God, and ſhould be moſt ſweer and pretious to 
his people and moſt eyed by them, is his fidelicy, mer- 
cy, aud unchangeable Love in bringing out that Cove- 
nant he once made with them, and ſpreading it before 
himſelfe, and making of it good, even when they could 
not exſpect ir, nor durſt toplead it. Hence that patho- 
nate ſpeech of God to rebellious Ephraim. 1s Ephraim jv. <5, 
my deare ſonne ? u he apleaſant child ? Asit he ſhould have 

F ſaid, 
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3. Why it ſaid, ſurely he cannot cavnot conclude ſo; yet ,my love, 


i ſo, in 


the gene- 


rall, 


No complete 


by vertue of the ancient Covenant betwen us, makes 
meſtill ſo toaccount him: witnefle that which followes; 
for ſince 1 (pake againſt him, ( that is, asreſolving to caſt 
himoff forever) 1 remember him [{ill, (I remember I am 
inCovepant with bim, );hercfore my bowels are troubled for 
him, 1 mil ſurely have mercy upon him,ſanth the Lord, Thus, 
deliverance is a thread drawne out of the bowells of his 
Covenant. Great reaſon theretore that, in this caſe, his 
people ſhould think of renewing their league and Cove- 
nant with the Lord on their parts, when they have ſo 
ſhameſully broken it, and yer he goes onin ſo much 
mercy to manifeſt his fidelity in rewembring and keeping 
the Couenant on his part, by giving them deliverance. 

Againe, fourthly and laſtly, All our hopes of a {4 


deliverance deliverance, of complete happiueſle, will be delayed, if 
and happi- 
nefle, without 
a Covenant. 


notfruſtrate ; and, the next deliverance will ſtick inthe 
birth, and want ſtrength to bring forth, if we come not 
up to a Covenant for deliverances already received. It 
God have delivered us once, he will dojt no more: or, 
if he do ſomewhat, to hold us up by the chin that we 
ſink not, yet will he hold us down trom the throne, that 
wereigne not, till we come up actually and tully in this 

int of Covenanting with him. Ir is only to thoſe that 
take hold of his Covenant, that he gives an everlaſting name 
which ſhall wot be cut off, Ilay 56. 4, 5. 

He that hath obtained moſt and greateſt deliver- 
ances, will, ere long, ſtand innecd of more. Now,one 
thing is neceſlary todraw down more, and ro move God 
to command ( farther ) deliveranccs for lacob ;, yea, to 
powreout his whole boſome into the laps of hispeople, 
and to crowne all deliverances and bleflings received, 
withthis aſſurance , thathe that hatþ delivered, will yet 
- again 
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ag4in deliver ; and that &, to enter intoa folemne Cove- 3, Why it 
nant withthe Lord, upon con{ideration of whithe hath ; /q 
done already, how ever he ſhould pleaſe ro deale with us 
torthe future,or forremoving any preſent preſſures that 
lyeupon us. Although God begin to deliver, yet he g.. jwyer ro; 
will never pertect the deliverance, till this be done. from v9: g. 
The people which returned from Babylon , found God '2 **!: 17: 
to keeptouch with them, toaday. So ſoone as the 70. 
yeeres determined, their captivitie was diflolyed, and 
ſomewhat was done, the foundation of the Lords houſe 
was laid, but the building went flowly up, the reforma- 
tion of Church and State went heavily on; and, they 
were never ina thriving condition,till Vehemiah,by the 
good hand of God, lighted upon this courſe. Some 
Faſts they had kept betore , yea very many ; but they 
never thrived, till headded to their publique and ſo+ 
lemne Faſting the faſtening of them to God by a ſolemue 
Covenant, Then, the worke of Reformation, and efta- 
bliſhment, went on merrily, then they proſpered. Thus 
farre the Reaſons concluding for a Covenant, upon re- 
ceitof deliverances in gexerall, 

2. The Reaſons inducing us thereunto, upon deli. 2 7%, for de- 
verance from Babylon in particular , are theſe. "aagnags PRg 

1. Becaule Babylon ( after once the Church was put jn ſpeci- 
under her power ) had alwayes been the moſt inſolenr, 411. 
heavy, bitter, bloudy enemy that ever the Church telt. 1.345;vahath 
The violence of 34by/on was unſupportable , her inſo- eas 
lency intolerable , her bloud-thirftinefle inſatiable. =. 
Hence the Church is bold to challenge all the world to 
match her miſery under the yoke of Babylon ; Behold, 
and ſee, if there be any ſorrow like unto my ſorrow,wherewith 
the Lord hath afflicted me, (thatis, by the heavy hand of 
Babylon) in the day of his fierce wrath, Lam, 1. 12. 

Fa This 
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3. Why it , This was ſoſore, thatir hath been by ſome Fathers, 
# ſo, in andothers, conceived to bethe fulleſt and moſt lively 


ſpeciall. 


typicallexprefſion of that matchlefſe agony and cxtre- 
mitie which our Lord himſelfe ( hanging upon the 
Croſſe ) ſuſtained, when he bare all our finnes, and the 
wrath of God due tous forthem , ſo farre as to make a 
fullſatisfation to the Juſtice of his Father, in behalte of 
all his people. 

And as it was with old Babylon, ſoitis, and ever will 
be withthe new , (I meane, my/ticall Babylon) to the 
end of the world ; might ſhe ſo long continue.. Even 
ſhe alſo delights in no other drink bur the bloud ot the 
Saints, as you ſhall finde in Rev. 17. 5. where the very 
name written upon her forehead ſufficiently ſets out 
her nature: Myſtery, Babylon the Great, the Mother of har- 
lots and abominations of the earth. And, what of her? ! 
ſaw, ſaith Saintlohn, the woman drunken with the bloud of 
the Saints, andwith the bloud of the Martyrs of Ieſis : and 
when I ſaw her , I woudred with great admiration , verl. 6. 
And well he might. A woman,and drunk! And ,it drunk, 
would no liquor ſuffice, but bloud! nobloud, but that of 
Saints and. Martyrs She is never in herelement, bur 
when ſhe is ſ\wimmivpg in bloud. So inſatiable is ſhe,thaz 
like the horſe-leeches daughter,ſhe never ſaith,it i enough. 

Therefore, when God gives any deliverance from 
thence, there is more than ordinary cauſe to cloſe with 
the Lord, ina more ſolemneandextraordinary manner, 
giving him the praiſe and glory of ſo great a mercy. 
But then more eſpecially , when God works ovt the fut! 
deliverance of his Church , by the totall,and finallruine 
of Babylon. Ohthen, then is the rime when all the peo- 
ple in heaven mult ling Hallelujah , alcribing, ſalvation, 
and bononr, and power unto the Lord gur. God, Revel, x9. 1. 
And 
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And azaine, Hallelujah , verl. 3. asif they conld never 3. Why it 

ſufficiently exprefſe themſelves to God for ſuchadeli- & ſo, in 

verance, ſuch a mercy, ſuch a vengeance; ſpecial. 
2. Againe. When God delivereth from Babylon, 2. Such a de- 

there. is more than ordinary cauſe of entring into fo- |\Y*ra"ce im- 

lemne Covenant with him , becauſe the very tubjeing "tare net 

of the Godly under that iron yoke, argues more than breach of 

ordinary breach of Coycnant with rhe Lord in time EO 

paſt, which ſtirred him up todeale ſoſharply with them which God 

as to put them under the power of Baby/on. The Pro- wonn{ rk 

vocation was exceeding great, too much to be endured —_ _ 

even by infinite Patience irfſelfe : elſe, the People of 

God had never been caſtinto ſuch a furnace. It was for 

ſucha fault as diſſolved the very marriage knot between 

God and his people : it was for going 4 whorine from him, 

For this it was, that God firſt pyt away 1/rael, giving her 

a Bill of divorce, Jer. 3. 8. And for this it was, that he 

afterwards caſt 1ud44h alſo out of his ſight, 2 King. i 7. 

19,20, Andas it wasin former times, fo in later Ages of 

the world. W hat wasthe reaſon that ſo many millions 

of ſoules have becn expoſed to the butchery of Anti. 

chrift in Myfticall Babylon, andto be ſo hood-winckr 

and blindcd by ſtro»g deluſtons, as to beleeve nothing but 

lyes; cven that Great, Great foul-killing Lye, that they 

might be damned 2 Saint Par/relis us, it was this; They 

recerved not the love of the trueth that they might be ſaved, 

but had plerſureinwnrighteouſneſſe, 2 Theſſ. 2. Whatan- 

righteouſneſſe ? Is it meant of every unrighteouſnefſe 

(that is in the nature of ir damnable) which is to be 

tound in the world > Surely no: bur {/ienanter) of that 

wnrighteouſneſſe whereby men :rned the truth of God into 

«lye, Rom. r. thatis, by corrupting the true worthip of 

the true God , and afterwards talling off to —— 

4 idola- 
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3. Why it Idolatry, even within the pales of the Churchir ſelf. 


Moſt of you-are well ſcene in the Hiſtory of the 


_» Church, and can-ſoone poiht with-your hnger rothe 


tines wherein Babylon beganto befiege Hieruſalem and 
Antichriſt began to pull of his vizzard , inthe Churches 
of Chrift : eventhen, when P:&ures and /mages began 
firſt tobe ſetupin Charches, torremembraxce; then, tor 
ornament; then, for inftrnition tov; and at laſt, tor a49- 
ration and worſhip. Then, Godſuttered her to be over. 
run, andover-{pred by Babylon, as by an hideous opacum 
or thick darknefſe,and to be expoſed and proſtituted to 
all manner of whoredomes and filthineffe: fo as the 
flavery of the Jewiſh Church in old Babylon, was ſcarce a 
flea-biting, in compariſon of the miſeries of the Church 
Chriſtian under the New , which maks havock and mer- 
chandiſenot of the bodzes only, but even of the ſonles of 
men, Revel. 18, 13. L0) 

Now then, when God pleaſeth to delivera people 
from ſuch bondage, and toawaken them effeQtually to 
lookup, and to refle& even with aſtoniſhment upon 
thoſe great and gaftly fins of theirs, which had cur aſun- 
der the cords of, the Covenant between God and their 
Soules, and provoked God toſubje&tthem to ſo much 
bondage; and, that they muſt either renew Covenant, 
or be obnoxious to more wrath , and be laid opento 
more and greater temptations and fins ; this cannot but 
exceedingly work upon theirſouls, cauſing their hearts 
to melt, and their very bowels to yearne after the Lord, 
toenterintoa new , 47 everlaſting Covenant that ſhall ne- 
verbe forgotten. 

This is that which God by his ſervant Ezekiel, ſpake 
tonching the deportment of the remnant of 1/rael , 
whichſhould eſcape the ſword among the nations and 


countries 
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countries whither they had been carryed captives, Ezet. ,, phy ze 
6.9, They ſhould, upon ſuch adeliverance, remember 1; fo, in 
God, nor only withgriefe, but refolution alfoto joyne ſpeciall, 
themſelves to him more firmely in a perpetuall Cove- 
nant, For, of mem, he ſaith there ; they that eſcape of you 
ſhall reme/xber me among the nations, becauſe 1 am broken 
with their whoriſh heart which hath departed from me, and: 
with their eyes which goe awhering after their ido!s, and they 
ſhall loth themſelves for the cvils which they have commit» 
tedin all their abominations . And of the ſame peoplehe 
ſaith, afterwards, * that, upon their returne home, They'* cap. 21.18, 
ſhall take away all the deteſtable things , and all the abomiina. ”* 
tions thereof from thence. And 1 will give them one heart, 
and put a new ſpirit within them, 1 will take away the ſtony 
heart out of their fleſh, and give them an heart of fleſh, that 
they they may walke in my Statwtes, ind keep mine ordinan- 
ces, and age them : and they ſhall be my people, and I will be 
their God. So that here is a full Covenant ſtriken, and- 
chat upon this ground : viz, the Conhiderationof thoſe 
ym” ſinnesthey' formerly committed , whereby they 
ad broken their farlt Covenant and. depa trom 
their God. 
So farre the.Reaſons, and Grounds of the point; ſhall 
now as breifly asI can, endeayour'to bring 'S and 
ſet onall by ſome Application, which I ſhall reduce;to 
3. heads, namely to matter of Reprovfe,/ Information and 
Exbhortation:For,it,When-G od vourhſafeth any deliverance Appiication 
ts his people, fee ially;from Babylon, tt be moſt ſeafonabit and Threefold 
neceJavy $06lfewitl ins, by «mort ſolemnt, firme, and in- 
violable Covenant, tobe onely his forever : Then, 
1. How may thisreptove;and condemne of great in- *://*of ke- 
a oo. pt 
gratitede and folly; meny ſorts'of men among'us, that 
are farte fromanekingauvyduchuſe-of the ms” . 
WIIC 
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1. Yſe. .which God hath wrought forthem. O beloved ! Should 
Reproofe Ibut give you a Catalogue of the many, great, ſtupen. 
.. -dious, and even miraculous deliverances which God 
hath given us; the perſonall deliverances he hath otren 
giventoeach of us apart; the publique, eminent, glori- 
ousdeliverances he hath given to us together with the 
whole State; that, in 88. and thatot 1665. I meane from 
the horrid helliſh G«»-powder-Treaſon ; bur eſpecially, 
andaboveallchereſt, our happy deliverance out of Bu- 
bylon by the blefſed Reformation of Religion begun a- 
 monglt ns; ſome. good number oft yeeres by palt.;, the 
 Timewould faile me. Buralas | What#ſe have we made 
Of foure of them? -Harh this «ſe eyer been ſo much as thought 
—__— "of by us? Nay verily, For, 

1. Of ſuch as 4,1, SOMechinke it bootlefſe, thus to cleſe in with God, 
ruick a ©-atteran-evill-is over. When Gods bandis heavy upon 
£11 in roy. Chem, ſenſe of ſinarr compels them to rhinke ir then a 
ble, bueno: fit ſeaſon todo ſomewhar,to contefle their fins; to hum- 
_ iclvt- blethemſelves, aud to ſeek God. 1» their affi1ct1on they 
Heſea 5.15. Wall ſeek'me early , ſaith the Lord. Bur ſo ſoone as he 
takes his hand off from them, they calt all care away, as 
if now ( according to that homely proverb ) the devil 
were dead, and no turther ule of any teare, or diligence 
were to be. once thought upon, till ( with Pharaoh ) they 
come undera worſe plague than before; and, asit God 
had delivered themto no otherend, but to live as they 
liſt, ro-caſt moredung into his face, and to diſhonour 

and provoke him yermorethanever before. 
- Tappeale to the conſciences of many who heare me 
this day, and I require them from the Lord, ro witneiſc 
truly , wherher ic be not even thus with them. If the 
plague knock at. their doore , if death get in atthe win- 
dow, and begin to ſhakethemby che hand; there is oe 
ome 
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ſome —m—_——_ of wrath and judgement; ſome hum- x. Yſe. 
bling, ome bankering afxer God. Then , Oh what would Reproofe, 


not theſe men do,what would not they promiſe,on con- 
dition to be delivered from their preſent anguiſh, and 
feares! But once deliverthem, and God ſhall heare no 
more of them, till they be iathe ſame, or worſecaſe a- 
gain. They turne Covenanters ? Nay, leavethat to the 
Puritans, For their parts, they think more of a Covenant 
with death and hell : tor, God us not in all their thoughts. 

Had there been , upon the diſcovery of the Powder- 
Treaſon, (whichthis Honourable Afembly hath cauſe 
above all others to preſerve eternally in freſh remem- 
brance, and to think more ſeriouſly what God looks for 
at all your hands upon ſuch a deliverance) h.d there 
been, I ſay, nopofhibilitie of eſcaping that Blow, what 
would not men have then done ! Oh what prayers, what 
faſting , what humiliation ſhould we have ſeene ! Bur, 
when the ſnare was once broken, what followed > A Cc- 
venant with God ? Nothing lefle ; tor, ſoſoone as ever 
the danger, the feare, the amazement at ſuch an helliſh 
project, and the neere approach to the execution of it, 
wasa little over; the Traitors themſelves fell not dee- 
per into the pit of deſtruction which themſelves had 
digged, than generally all ſorts of men did into the 
gulte of their old fins, as if they owed more to Hell, 
than to Heaven, for ſogreata deliverance. And, is it 
better now? Where is the Covenant ( ſucha Covenant) 
with God , that ſowondertull a deliverance deſerveth, 
and requireth ? 

Theſe men may pleaſe themſelves , and feed ſweetly 
upon a vain dreame, that there is no harme in allthis; but 
the Apoſtle brings them in a ſad reckoning, atter aſharp 
chiding for it, Kew. 2. 4, 5. What? faithhe; Deſpiſeft 

G | tou 
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rt. Yſe. thou theriches of his goodne(ſe and forbewrance ,and long ſuf- 

Reproofe. fering, not knowing th4t the goodneſſe of God leadeth thee to 

| repentance ? Theendof all Gods goodpeſſe in torbearing, 

advancing, and giviag thee proſperitie; and of his long 

fuffering, in ſparing thee when thou halt abuſed proſpe- 

ritie; and of all his mercy,in delivering thee out of ad- 

verſicie; is, to lea4 thee torepentance, todraw theeneerer 

to Himfelt, even i» a» everlaſting Covenant, Andit it 

have not this effect on thee, the Apoſtle hathſaid it, 

and the God of Heaven will make it good, that thou de- 

[biſeſt the riches of his goodneſſe, &c. Thou trampleſt all 

mercies under thine impure teet, when they donotraiſe 

and ſcrue thee up fo neere tothy God, as to enter a ſo. 

lemne Covenant with them. And, what then > Thou 

wilt not ſtay there , but tfallinto more tinne , and under 

greater judgement ; and, after thy hardneſſe and impeni- 

tent heart, treaſureſt up unto thy ſelfe wrath (that is, more 

and more wrath ) againſt the day of wrath axd revelation 

of the righteous judgement of God, This is the end of all 

who make not the Geodneſſe of God, a prevailing mo- 

tive thus to joyne themſelves to the Lord , they fall into 

moe, and greater ſinnes,and abominations ; and ſoadde 

daily to that great heape, and to thoſe Sea's of divine 

wrath that hang over their heads, to overwhelme and 

confound them torever, 

2: Othexs, if, after ſoine time of lying under the 

Mavins means WEISNT Of Many preſſures of the Church and State, they 

of deliver- Aarriveat ſome hepes and opportunities of caſing them- 

ance think it ſelyeg of thoſe burdens, and of treeing the Land of the 
enough to YE , 

rid ouc of the Freat Inftruments 'of all their evils ; they conccit 

way thein- ftrongly,that,if this be done, all is done. It but ſome of 

frume''* ®f the Nzmrods who have invaded their Laws, and Liber- 

ties, be pulled down, (Which is an act of Juftice)how _» 

rne 
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the Many (who donothing towardsany Reformationot ;, x, 
themſelyes) rcjoyce, and promiſe to themſelves great Reproofe, 


watters! Now ( think they ) there willbe an end of all 


our miſeries, and we ſhall ſee golden dayes y Iudgement 41: 5. 14. 


[hall run down like waters, and righteouſneſſe like a mightie 
ftreame. | 

Oh Brethren ! deceive not yourſelves, If this be all 
you lookat; if, upon opening this doore of hope, this be 
all youayme at, to make uſe of the time to ſecure your 
ſelves againſt oppreflors, and neverthinke of cloſing 
with God , or, but thinke of 1t; you may perhaps goe 
tarrein purſuit of your owne defigncs, in providing a- 
gainſt the evils you ſigh under; and, this Parliament may 
do great things this way : But let me rell you from-God, 
that this will never do the deed, till the Covenant we 
have bcen all this while ſpeaking of, be reſolved on; and 
ſolemnly entred into by all thoſe that expect any blef- 
ſing trom that High Adembly. Nor this, nor all the 
Parliaments in the world ſhall ever be able tomake ns 
happy in ſuch a degree atleaft as we expe@,till the Lord 
hath even glewed, and marryed us all unto himelf by mu- 
tuall Covenant. 

It is not only the making of good Lawes to remove 
our preſent grievances ; no, nor the cutting downofall 
theevilloſtruments in our State orChurch at one blow, 
that can ſecure us againſt thelike; yea, worſe evils for 
the future , but rather,as one wave follows another, fo 
one miſchiefe will ſtill tread on the heeles of another, 
and greater plagues will ever crowd inafter the former, 
till we cloſe with God by ſucha ſolemne Covenant. 

The people of Paleſtine,or Phil:tia,madethemfelves 
marvellous merry,when any.of the Goyernours or Kings 
of 1ſrael,or Indah ( ſuchas Sampſon, David, Yz>iah, m_ ) 

G 2 that 
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that had ſorely yoked and hampered them, were remo- 

ved by death, and others come inthe roome that could 

do but little againſt them. When ſach an one as Aha 
whonever wonne battaile of them, but ſtill went by the 

worſe, ſwayed the Scepter ; oh how joytull were the 

Philiſtines) But marke what a damp God caft in among 

them in the midſt of all their mirth; Rejoyce not thou 

whole Paleſtina, becauſe the rod of him that [mote thee is bro- 
key ; { that Y==4#4h, and other Potent and ſuccefſetull 

Kings are taken away, and weake unhappy 4haz come in 

the roome ) for ont of the Serpents root ſhall come forth a 

Cockatrice, and his fruit ſhall be a fiery flying ſerpent, Ahaz, 

ſhall leave an Hezekiah behind him, that ſhall pay all his 

Fathers debts upon the Ph:l:ſtines, and plague them yet 

more than all that went before him. 

And have not we ſeen this verified alfo neerer home? 
Have not ſome, in former times, becg taken away, who 
have been great Oppreſſors, and Inftruments ot many 
ſore preſſures > And, how have men rejoyced at their 
falls? Nor knowl, why they ſhould nor, if Juſtice ina 
juft way have cut them off. Butalas ! what Good,in the 
iflue, hath followed, orcan be yet hoped tor ſo lon gas 
mencontinue Philitizes,enemies to God & his Church, 
Axti-Covenanters(even with Hel!)rather than true Cove- 
nanters with God? Whetheris our Condition any what 
better now than heretofore,when thoſe Leviathans were 
alive,and in their height ? I appeale to your ſelves. And 
the reaſon of all is this, that men miſtake the meanes of 
Cure,oratleaſt fallſhort of it. The cutting off of evill 
Doers (how neceflary ſoever it be) is net all, nor the 
maine requiſite to make a people happy ; unlefle alſo 
therebea thorough joyning of themſelves toGod by 
Covenant, 

I 
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If you therefore that be now convened in Parliament, ,, ſz. 

ſhould ſitſo long as you defire, even theſe 7 yeares, ( if Reproofe. 

your buſinefſe ſhould require it ) and think, you would 

make ſuch Examples of men that have violated the 

Lawes, and invaded your Liberties; and evact ſomany 

wholeſome Lawes to prevent the like preſumptions for 

the future, as ſhould pur us into a new world, cauſivg 

men to admire the happy ſtate and frame of Govern- 

ment which you would ſetup : yet all this would neyer 

produce the expected eftect, bur prove as a meer dreame 

ofan hungry man, who in his dreame eateth aboundantly, 

but when he awakes, s empty ; unlefle you alſo, not pe 6 

reſolve upon, but execute this maine duty of entring 

Covenant with your God. | 
Againe, thirdly, others can roare ike beares, and mourn 3: Nd wa | 

fore like dvves, when they find themſelyes difappointed traordinary 

of their hopes : when Parliaments have been broken up Fa{ing and 

in diſcontent, when they have looked for Indgment,and there 97 (wh 

i none, for ſalvation, but it bath bin farre from thems : then, 2 Covcnane, 

they have howledlike dragons, not onely for afflitions, 1 59: 1": 

but perhaps for finnes alſo, eſpecially if deliverance up- 

on deliverance hath been ſnatcht trom them, even when 

it hath ſeemed ſo neer that they had begun ro take pol- 

ſeſhon of it: yet, ( filly men that they are !)) their evills 

haunt them till, and prevaile more and more, after all 

their faftings, humblings,and ſtrong cryes to God their 

Redeemer. For alas ! what will all this doc without a 

Covenant , without taking. hold of God, and- jeynin 

themſelves to himto be his for cver ? you may ſee ſuc 

aState of the Churchas this deſcribed by 1ſ4:4h: & good ,. F ; 

wereit forusto take warning by it : We all dee fade as 4 iſa) 

leafe, and our iniquities like the wind have taken us away. 

And why allthis > The next words will tell you ; there s 
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none that calleth upon thy name, that ſlirreth up himſelfe to 


Reproofe.. $ake hold of thee, ſay they toghe Lord who had hid bis face 


from them, and conſumed them for thtir ſinnes, Not that 
they did not at all call upon God, but, becauſe they 
did not fo call upon him as to ſtwre up themſelves 19 
take hold of him by Covenant ; therefore is it accounted 
no betterthana not calling upon him at all. Thus men 
loſe not onely theiropportunities of deliverances ofte- 
red, burttheir dutiesalſoby which they defireto turther 


4. Of fuch as It againſt another time. 


are convinced 
of the necelhs © 
ry of a *Cove- 


nant, yet 


come not yu 


tO It, 


Hof. 13. 14; 


4. Some, it may be, goe yetturther. Vpon the hea- 
ring offuch a duty ( ſo much prefled and inculcated ) 
they begin tobe a little ſtirred;they are convinced that 
it is is indeed true, ſuch a Covenant is fit to be made: but 
here-( like Ephraim an uwwiſe ſonne ) they ſtand ſtill at the 
breaking forth of the Children of the Coycnant. They 
faine would, but loththey be to go thorough with the 
bargaine, They begin to come on, and then tall back a- 
2aine. They are Gas cheapning, treating, comple- 
menting, diſputing how ſafe it may be for them, how 
well it may tand withtheir profits, projects, ends, inte- 
reſts, relations;that they coole againe, & never come up 
toafull reſolution. Oh, ſayes one, this is a good courſe, 
and fit to betaken: but, my engagements, callings, Al. 
liance, company, ſervice willnotconfiſt with it. Ano- 
ther ſweares, he could find in his heart ta make triall of 
it, but that he ſhould be jeered, ſfeorned, aud perhaps 
loſe his place, or hopes, for it : another, he is for it, but 
at preſent he cannot enteruponit. Thus one thingor o- 
ther till keepes this duty without doores , and holds 
moſt men off from the worke forever. 

Burt beloved, take heed of this dallying. What cver 
you think, it is no better than a departing away: from the 
living 
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living Gcd, that ſprings from az evill heart of unbeleife, x, Fe. . 
when, being fully convinced of the weight, neceſlity ; reproofe.” 


and commodity of the duty, you will yer, while it # cal. 
led today, adventure ſo farre to hardex your bearts, as not 
to ſet upon the work inſtantly, and to go thorough with 
it, Heb. 3, | 

Woe untoall ſuch dodging Chriſtians; they ſhall find 
to their coſt that God will write them Zo-ammm7, Hol. x. 
9. and prorcounce ofthem , They are not my people, and 1 
ar #0t their God, 

If any think, what adoe is here? what meanes this 
man to be ſo earneſt ? would he bave us all turne Cove. 
panters? yes, with God. Why, whatitI doe not? Then 
neverlooke tor good from him, how faire foever th 
hopes be. ** No? ſayes another ; lle try thar, ſure. 1 have 
** ſeene many a good day in my time , and hope to 
*ſee more, though I never ſwallow this deQtrine : 
therefore he reſolves to goe hence, as he came hither ; 
as he lived yeſterday, foke willto morrow, though this 
day he doe as his neighbours doe, keeping ſome order, 
( muchagainft che will of his baſe lufts that ring him bur 
an harſhpeale in hiseare forthis little abſtinence ) yer to 
morrow he will be for his ſwearing, drinking, whoting, 
any exccfle, and riot, as muchas ever; and yet, by grace 
of God he hopes to prove all theſe words to be but 
wibd, and todoc as well as the beft of them all when he 
comesto dic. 

But woe worth the day that ever ſuch a man was born 
that whenhe heares God calling him with ſo much im- 
portunity to ſtand even this very day before the Lora, to en- 
ter into Covenant with the Lord his God, and into his Oath , 
ſhall ſo harden hisneck; and harbour fuch 4 yoore of gall 


aud worme wood within bis heart, as when he heares = 
| woras 


1. Fſe. 


Reproofe. 
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of the Curſe upon all thoſe that will not eaterinto Coye- 
nant; or, entring into it ſhall not keep it, he ſhall blefſe 
_— in his heart ſaying , I ſhall harve peace, though 1 
walke 1n the imagination of mine heart, and adde drunkennes 
te thirſt : See, and tremble at what God hath reſolved 
to doe with that man, Det. 29. 20, 21. The Lord will not 
fpare him, but the anger of the Lord, and his jeatouſy ſhall 
[moake againſt that may; and all the Curſes that are written 
in ( Gods ) Booke ſhall ly upon him, and the Lord ſhall blot 
out his name from under Heaven. Here is nothing but tury 
powred out, uponſucha wretch ; nota bleſſing ſhall de- 
ſcend upon him, not acurſe ſhall eſcape and go by him ; 
not onely himſelfe, and pofterity, bur his very name (ſo 
farre as it is an honour ) ſhall all be caſt out of the world, 
as out of the midft of a ſling. 

Ifhepleaſe himſclte wich this, © Yer I ſhall live as 
*longas ſome others , it they have any happineſle, 1 
** reſolve to ſhare with them ; he will find that God will 
not leave him ſo, but rhe Lord will ſeparate him unto evill 
out of all the the Tribes of Iſrael, ſoas , though all others 
befafe,; yet, asa ſtrucken Deere is unhearded from all 
the reſt, and followed by the dogs till he be pull'd 
downeand kill'd ; ſoſhallit be with this man, accordin 
70 all the curſes of the the Covenant, that are written in the 
Booke of the Law. Although the whole Kingdome be 
fate, andall others init be in peace, yet he and his houſe 
ſhall periſh ; the line of Confuſion ſhall be ſtretched our 
over him, helland damnation ſhall be his portion , how 
high ſfoever he now beares his head, and how much ſo c- 
ver he ſuffer his heart to ſwell againſt the truth , ſuppo- 
ng all that he likes not, tobenothin g but a ſpice $704 
diſcretion, yea of faction, and ( it may be ) of Sedition ; 
when yet nothing is offered, but what is (I truſt ) preg- 

nantly 
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ly proved out of Holy Scripture, So farre the firſt Y/e. 2. Yſe. 

2. This may infer us touching the true cauſe /»forma. 
( which moſt neerely concernes our a of the flow ton, 
proccedings of Reformation of thingsamiſſe among us, *0uching the 
| bothin the Church and Common-wealth: Why God jy ame. 
hath not yet given us ſo full a deliverance from Babylon ; tix and tull 
why there have been ſo many ebbivgs and flowings in (*&refe of our 
matters of Religion, yea, more ebbings than flowings ; fo lofty. " 
Why generall grievances {well to ſuch an height, and 
thatall the opportunities of cure have vaniſhed, foſoore 
as appeared : how it comes to paſle that albeit God 
hath moved the heart of the King to call Parliament 
after Parliament, yet by and by, one ſpirit of diviſfian or 
another, ſometimes from one quarter , ſometimes 
from another, ( like the evi þirit which God ſen be- 
tweew Abimelech, aud the men of Shichem, tothe ruine of /*%: 9:32 
both)ftill comes between, 8 blaftethallour hopes, lea- ** 
ving usin worſe caſe than we werein betore ; & whence 
it is.{ in regard of our ſelves) that in ſtead of ſetring up 
the Kingdomeand Ordinances of Chriſt in more puri- 
ty, there is ſucha contrary mixture, and ſucha corrupt- 
ivg of all things, in Doctrine,in worſhip, in every thing; 
Arminiani{me, Socinianiſmeand —_ Idolatry breaking 
inagaine over all the Kingdome like a floud. 

What is achiefe cauſe of all this > Have we not pray- 
| ed? have we not faſted? Have we not had more Faſts at 
Parliaments of late, thanin many yeares before? Yea, 
| hath not there been, generally —— Gods ___ 
1 more frequent humiliations, more frequent ſeeking ; 


of God, notwithſtanding the malice and-rage of ſome 
men to diſcountenance and ſupprefleit, thanin former 
tines ? Why then is Deliverance , and Reformation ſo 
flow incomming ? 


H Surely, 


"Me. + '{c. 
Inſorma- 
$1028 


EVa til, 2, 
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Surely , Beloved , we have all this while miſtaken the 
maine bulineſſe , and neglected the principall partof a 
Religious Faſt. You come, Faſt alter F aſt, tolcek God 
inhis Houſe ; You forbeare your victuals , afflict your 
ſoules,endure it our along time ; you pray, heare, con- 
teſſe your fins, aud freely acknowledge that allis juft 
that God hath brought upon us, and that we ſuffer lefle 
than we deſerve. Allthis is well.But here is the crror,and 
the true Cauſe of the-continuance of all ourevils,and of 
their:growing greater, namely , that all this while we 
havenever,in ay Feff,or at.any other time,entred into 
ſucha ſolemne and publique Covexaxt with God, as his 
people of old bave often done upon like occafions and 
EX&igents, | | 

That I may'yet more effe&ually bring home: thisto 
all our hearts, give me leave brictly to parallel the {low 
pace of our xÞ, nent out of Myſtical Babylon with 
that of /a44/, and'fome of the remnant of Iſracl out of 
old Babylon , which fora lobg time chad held them Cap. 
tives. : 

And here firſt, be pleaſed to call tominde, that, as 
touching the Captive /ewes, God failed pot (on his part) 
of his rome Attheend of 70 yecres, libertic:of xe- 
turne from Babylon to Hieruſalem was proclaimed; inthe 
firft yeere of Cyrs the Perfian Monarch : whereupon, 
many did returne, under the conduQtof:Zorobbabel. Be- 
ing come home to Hierufalem, we may not conceive 
that they were not ar all touched with ſenſe of their de- 
liverance,or of the finnes which had forimecly provoked 
the Lord to caft them into that great bondage out of 
which they were delivered, 

Well, onthey go; firſt, tooffer ſacrifices im the right 
place, Although the foundation of the Temple of tht Lord 


WAI 
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148 not yet laid. In the ſecondycere of their. coming Zorob> 
bavel begano ſer forward the work of the houſeaf the Lord, 


King of ry x7 ran, or rather pretending, rhe 
going onof this building to be matrer of prejudice and 
danger tothat Monarchy, they procure a ſtay of it, upon 
reaſon of State; ſoas it was wellnighan hundred yeers 
erethey got libertie to go on again, and it was above an 
1 00 yeeres betore the Temple could be finiſhed. For,as 
many exact Chronologers obſerve,the Temple was not 
pertected in the reigne of Darius Hy/taſpis, as ſome have 
thought ; but in the fixth yeere of Darius Nothw, be- 
tween whom and the former Paris , both Xerxes ( the 
husband of Eſher , and called in Scripture 4haſbuerns) 
and Artaxerxes Longimanus ſucccſhvely (wayed the Per- 
ſian Scepter: Inall whichtime, many things were amifle; 
Crueltie, Oppreflion, Adultery , Mixture with ftrange 
wives, and other great deformations remained. Then 
comes Ezra, afterthe Temple was finiſhed, and fome- 
what he did, to ſet forward the work of Reformarion, in 
the ſeventh yeere of Artaxerxes Mnemon, ſucceſſor to 
Darius Nothws. And yet, there was much more todo, 


2, Fſe. 
Infor ma- 
and the toundation was laid. But the adverſaries of In- tion. 
dah (the Great Officers of the Kingdome under the /*!: 3 


Veiſ, 1 0. 


E ve, 4.1. 


Ewa 7.7 


After him therefore, comes Nehemiah,in the twentieth ye, ., c. 


yecre of the ſame Artaxerxzes Mnemon; and,after all the 
tormerendeavours , he findes the Church ftill weltrin 
in her bloud, and even wallowing in her owne gore ; 
meane, in moſt of her old and long continued fans , (al- 
though cured of Idolatry ) fo that ftill there was great 
corruption in doCtrine, in worſhip, and in manners. 

W hereupon he now reſolyes, and fets upon a more 
thorough Reformation of all thefe ; but could never 


effe& it, till beſide the proclaiming , and holding of a 
I 2 


publique 


Faſt 
late 
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we received by King Henry the eighth. For, hethrews, 7ſe. 
out the Pope. His ſonne King Edward the fixth came af- Informa- 
| ter, and caft out Popery, in the body and bulke of it, A tion. 
you work,and a larye ſtep, for the ſhort time of his in- 

ant reigne, And indeed , he had many excellent helps 
that way , ( belide the zeale of his own pious heart) an 
Excellent Archbiſhop, a Prudent and vigilant Prote- 
or, bchide others , elſe he could never omg done {o 
much. Notwithſtanding, the potercy and ſecret under- 
minings of thoſe mightie Factions then prevailing,hin- 
dred the work not a little, ſo that it exceeded not an in- 
fant- Reformation ; yea , throughthe immature death of 
that 19ſiah, it ſoone proy'd abortive. 

The Princefle that cameafter , quickly turn'd the 
Tide, before it was half high water : and ſhe ſer all the 
Gates wide open againe both for Pope, and Popery to 
re-enter with triumph, and to drink drunk of the bloud 
of our Anceſtors, till God diſcharged her, and releaſed 
his people trom her crueltie, 

So that when Queene Elizaberh rs glorious De- 
| borah) mounted the Throne, although her heart was up- 
| right and loathed the Idolatry of the former Reigne, 
yet found ſhe worke enoughto reſtore any thing at all, 
and to make any beginnings of a Reformation. She 
ſoone [elt,, when ſhe would have throughly pluckt up 
Popery both root and branch, ( ſuperfluous Ceremo- 
nies, andall remaining raggs of ſuperſtition, as wellas 
grofle Idolatry) thatihe had todo with an Hydra, ha- 
ving ſuch a ſtrong partie of ſtout Popetings to. grap- 
ple withathome , and ſuch potent and dangerous abet- 
ters of them, to cope withall abroad. 1 Li not name 
them, I might adde hereunto, ſome difficulties arifi 
from the intereſts and engagements of not a few of 

| H- 3 thoſe 
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thoſe { though good, and holy men ) that underwent 


voluntary exile 11 the heat of the Mara» perſecution ; 
who, while they wereabroad, had a large ſhare inthe 
troubles at Franckford; (toocagerly, perhaps, purſuing the 
Engl:ſh Formes of Worſhip, and Diſcipline) and ſo, when 
upon their returne,, they were advanced to places of 
Dignitie, and Government in this Church, they were 
the more apt and forward to maintaine and hold up that 
Cauſe wherein they had ſo farreappeared,and for which 
( fome of them) with more heat than Charitie had fo 

enly declared themſelves, in forreine parts. And fo, 
ke er by one impediment, and what by another, we ſee 
it hath been ahi time ere our Refvertarion can be 
thoroughlypo'iſhedand pertected as were to be wiſhed 
ad detired ; for there is nothing ſo perfect, here, but is 
capable of morepertetion. 

Nay , ſo farre are we become now from going for- 
ward with the work, notwithſtanding the pietie 4. care 
of our Princes fince the laſt Reftitution of Religion in 
this Kingdome, that (as it was in 74s time, though his 
own heart were for God, yet there was a pack of rotten 
men, both Prieſts and People, very great pretenders to 
Devotion, butindeed mad upon Images, and Idols ) we 
begin to fall quite backagain ; and, not only to coaft a- 
new upon the brinks of Babylon, from whence we were 
happily delivered, but eventolaunch out into her deep- 
eſt Lakes of ſuperſtitionand Idolatry,under pretence of 
ſome extraordinary pietie of the times , and of ſome good 
work in hand. 

What is the reaſon of all this, but that ( not ſo much 
as once) figge the firft beginning of Reformation of 
Religion in this Iſland , wenever ( for ought I know } 
centred intoffich a ſolemn, publique, univerſall Covenant 


tO 
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robetheLords, as he requircth for thoſe beginnings al- 2. 7 /+, 
ready given us ; but have fate looſe from God , aud fo Informa- 
have not joyned together as one man, zealouſly to pro. tion, 


pugne his trueth and Ordinances, and to ftand by him 

and hisCaule, as becomes the people of God, in all juſt 

ys warrantable wayes , againſt all oppoſers and gain- 
ayers, 

"So longas we pleaſe our ſelves in this libertie of our 
holding off trom a Covenant with God, we may feed 
our ſelves with vaine hopes of redreſle of things amiſle, 
but ſhall ſpeed no betterthanthoſe libertines and back- 
{liders in Jer. 14. who lookt for great mattcrs from God, 
but.came ſhort ofall, and then ſeemed to wonder at the 
reaſon. For, thus they beſpeake him, ver. 8, 0 the hope 
of 1ſrael, the Saviour thereof i time of trouble, why ſbouldeſt 
thou be 45 a flranger in the Land, and as a wayfaring man, 
that turneth aſide to tarry ( onely) for a night ? Why ſhouldſt 
thou be as 4 man aſtonicd, as a mighty man that cannes ſave ? 
yet thou O Lord, art in the midſt of us, and we are calledby thy 
name, See here how they are put toit. They acknow- 
ledge his Power, Goodnefle, Preſence, yet they are not 
ſaved. He ſeemes tobe like Sampſon, with his Locks cut 
off,as if he were not able toſave,or would notdo it : and 
this they wonderand ſtand amazed at, asa thing incre- 
dible, and impoſhible. 

But, God makes them a ſhort and ſharpanſwer, (which 
may alſo ſerve -_ verſ. 10, Thus, ſaith the Lord, have 
they loved to wander , they have wot refrained their feet ;, 
therefore the Lord doth not accept them, It God be as « 
wayfaring man; ſometimes with a people, more often 

one from them ; ſometimes blefling, Jometiunes crof- 
fog them , andſuffering them to tall undegheavypreſ- 
ſures, /and never keeps an even and-ſetled agg 
| courſe 


3: Vſe, of CL Ge. 


Exhorta- 0. Thereturning lew 
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courſe of proceeding with them, itis bur that he hath 
learnt from themſelves ( as I may ſoſpeake : ) they will 
be their own men; they will not be tyedto him ſoſtrict- 
ly; they will have ſome libertie for their luſts, torthe 
world, for the devill, for any thing: and loe hereisthe 
fruit of it, God will not be bound to , nor walke with 
them ; ke will not draw out that ſtrength, that.good- 
nefſe, that compaſſion which might deliver them from 
theevils they howle under; He will neither heare them, 
nor afy body elſe for them , not leremy himlſelt, verſe 11, 
not Noah, Daniel, and 0b, Ezek. x4. Nothingthere- 
fore, but a more ſolemne and ſtrict Covenant with God, 
will put us into a poſture and condirion capable of per- 
te redrefle of our grievances, how faire lo ever either 
now, or hereafter, we may ſeeme to be forit. This is 
the ſecond uſe. 


ou,a few words of Exhortati- 
22 ſec)caltupon all their Na- 
tion toenter into Covenant. Give me leavethen, to call 
upon You the Repreſentative Body of this whole King- 
dome who ſtand here before the Lord this day to hum- 
ble yourſoules, and let mealſo prevaile with youall, to 
Joynt your ſelves, even this day, to the Lord in an everlaſt+ 
ing Covenant that ſhall not be forgotten. Make this day ; a 
day indeed, aday of Covexanting with God , and God 
ſhall Covenant with you, and make it the beginning of 
more happines than ever you yet enjoyed. | 
Beloved, miſtake me not, my meaning extends not 
to engage you in afy Civill Covenant and Boxd for de- 
fence of your Municipall Lawes and Liberties. No 
doubt you ill be able to find meanes enow ( by the 
bleſſing of God) to ſetle thoſe things, in a legall' way ; 
eſpecially if you be carefull co Covenant with _ 
Muc 
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Much lefſe is it my purpoſe ro draw you into that late +. 


Ca 
C 


( enjoyned by the late Z xhort«- 
fle than a rjon. © 


King and 


which in my apprehenſion is little le 


E % iafticall Oath and Covenant 
Fn nation and Conſpiracy apainſt borh 


State, My buſinefle is, meerly to perſwade you into a 
Religions Covenant with God, as himelte hath preſcribed 
and commanded ; and, his people, in the beſt times of 
Reformation, have readily admitted: namely,every man 
to ſtirre up himſelt &tolittup his Soule to take hold of 
God, to be glued and united to him), ina'l faithtulneſle, 
ſincerity, care, anddiligence, tobe onely his for ever, 
Thisifwe doe, we need not care much for other Co. 
venants : God will provide for that, and make a league 
forus even withthe beaſts of the field, and with the ſtones 
of the ſtreet ; he will make our Exadtors peace, and our Of ff- 


CEers £44 


hreouſneſſe, violence ſhall no more be heard in the _ TE 


Land, nor waſting, nor deſtruition within onr borders, our * 
very walls ſhall be ſalvation, and our Gates praiſe. He will 
bea'God of Covenanrs, and take care tor our eftates;, 
Lawes, liberties;lives; children and all that belo 
us, when once thisis done. 

Thertore I beſcech you, yea, I require you in thename 
ofcthe:God of heaven; whoſe you are, whom youſerve, 
betore. whom you ſtand, and from whom you. expect. 
ſalvation inthe mid ofthe Earth, as well as in heaven, 
that you forthwith enter into this bond, Expect no aſh- 
ſtance, noſucceſſe inany ot your Conſultations,in an 
Lawes that:youagree upan, till you have tully: brought 
your heartsto this point, totollow the Lord fully ; tobe 
no more tor yourlſelyes than you would haye the dea- 
reſt wite of your boſome to be for any other man in the 
world , but, to be wholly tor the Lord, to 1mploy and 
improve all your wit , —_— , induſtry, Counlells, 
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3. Yſe. aRions, eſtate, honour, and lives topromote his ſervice 
Exhorta- and honour, what ever become of your ſelvesand yours 
tron. for doing of it. Say notas ſome Jeerers ( of whom it 1s 
Ges. 17.19. hard to judge whether their malice or ignorance be the 
greater ) doe, that there needes no more Covenants 
than what we made in Baptiſme, and that all other Co+ 
venants ſayour ftrongly of faction and the Puritan Lea- 
ven. For, fo Gods people of old made a Covenant, by 
Circamciſion, andatter by Sacrifice, thatis, inevery ſacri- 
fice which they offered, they did renew their Covenant 
begunin Circamciſion. Neverthelefſe, God thought it 
neceſlary often tocall them out to ſtrike another ſo- 
lemn Covenant with him beſtdes the former, You have 
already heard that ſo ſoone as the Iſraelites were gone 
Zxod. 19, outofEpgypt,& centred a little way in the wilderneſſe,he 
put them _ a Covenant, When he brought them neer 
to Cavan, he required another folemne Covenant of 
them. And when /ofbnah had brought them into Canaan, 
and divided tocach ofthem the lot of his inheritance, 
he drew them intoanother ſolemne Covenant. 1oſh. 24. 
So that here was Covenant upon Covenant, and yet can 
Boman ( without blaſphemy ) charge it with any Puri- 
tan humour, faction , orany thing ſuperfluous or un- 
comely for the Greateft on earth to ſubmitunto. 

ThatI may a little more enforce this duty, and 
quicken youto the imbracing of it, give me leave to 
preſent you with ſome A#zives farther to prefle you to 
| it, and with ſome few Direionsto guide youin it. 
Motwves \. For, Motives. 
 toaCo- Confider. r. how many, great, admirable, and even 
venante Miraculous deliverances God hath given us; What 
7 ou things he hath done for us. No Nation under 

vencan ſay more to hispraile, in this kind , _ we 
Ve 


P/al. 50, 5. 


DE. 29. 
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have cauſe todo. Our Great deliverances out of Baby- 3. Fſe. 


lon,from the Spaniſh Invaſion, tromthe Gan- 
ſon, and from manyotherevils and feares, 


aer Trea- Exhorta- 
all call up» 7107. 


on you for a Covenant. Yea, eventhe preſent Mercy Motives, 


and Opportunitie of opening that Antient, Regular and 

Approved Way of cure of thoſe publique evils that 

threaten confuſion and deſolation toall , pleades hard 
for the ſame dutie. But,amongall theſe, I defire You of 
that Great and honourable Body of the Parliament , 

to reflect ſadly upon that Stupendious Deliverance 
trom the Gun-powder Treaſon, which more eſpecially and 
immediately was bent againft You. For, albeit the ruine 
of the whole Kingdome was in their Eye who were the 
Curſed inftrumentsof Antichriſt, and of the Devill his 
Father, in that helliſh Defigne ; yet, no blow could have 
come atus, but through Your ſides. And, albeit ſome 
of You that have the honourto be members of this pre- 
ſent Parliament, were then unborn; yet, had that Plot 
taken effect, ſcarceany of You had been this day in be- 
ing,to have ſate there now, but had long fince been co- 
veredand burycd under the aſhes of contuſion. Thinke 
now, whether ſuch a preſervation deſcrve lefleat Your 
hands, than to give Your ſelves to your Great Delive- 
rer, tor ſo Greata Deliverance, whereby three Nations 
deſtinated at once to Death, receivedno lefſe than a 

joytull reſurrection from the Dead, and were again born 

at once. 

Therefore, let not this Great mercy ſeemeſmall in 
Youreyes. And, remembertoo , that you may have as 
much need of God another time : nay , you know not 
what need you may bave of him thispreſent Parliament, 
You cannot be ignorant of the many murmures and 
more than whiſperings of ſome deſperateand deviliſh 

2 COncep- 


3. ſe. 


Exhorta- 


tion. 


Motives. 


2. There can 
be no full 
enjoying of 
God, with. 
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conception ſuſpeed to be now in the womb of the 
Jeſuiticall tation : And, how neere it may be to the 
birth, or how prodigious it may prove being born, I rake 
not upon me to divine : but this we are allure of , that 
whatever it be which they are big wichall, it ſhall not 
want theleaſt graine of the utmolt extremitie of malice 
aud miſchiefe that all the wit, power, and induſtry of 
Hellir ſelfcan contribute unto 1t;and, that they labour, 
451 woman in travaile, to be ſpeedily delivered ot it. 

W hat dangers, and what caule of teare there may be 
at the preſent, I leave to your Wiſdome to conſider, 
Bur this be confident of, it Deliverances already recei- 
ved canprevaile with you fora Covenant,that Covenant 
will be your ſecuritie ; for it will certainly engage all 
the powerand wiſdome of the Great and only wiſe God 
of heavenand earthto be on your ſide forever. Sothat 
if God himfelt have power enough, wildome enough, 
and care enough, YOU CANNor miſcarry ; no weapon that is 


formed againſt you ſhall proſper, no plot, no zates of hell /þ ul 


prevaile againſt you. And, it he have goodnefſe enough, 
mercy enough , bowels enow in him, he will then alſo, 
raine down aboundance of trueth, righteoulnefle, ju. 
ſtice, peaceand plentie uponall Corners of the Land 
from whence, and on whoſc errand, You are now Come 
together. Therefore it becomes you, aboveallothers, 
to be firſt in a Covenart. 


2. Conſider thar, till we do this,there cannot be ſuch 


a full enjoying of God,as otherwiſe there might be. In- 
deed, the pertet fruition of God is not to be expected 


out a Cove-, till we come to heaven, bur yet we might have much 
DAant, 


more of God, even inthis lite, than now we have, could 
we be perſwaded to fucha Covenant with him. 


Whatſoever experience we have of him now in any 
deliverance 
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deliverance beſtowed, it would be doubled, it, upon the 3. V[e. 
deliverance received, we would thus be joynedto him. Exhorta. 


Noris this a notionor conceit only, butarealltrueth. 


For , marke what He ſaith-to his people , Hof. 2. Motives. 


verſ. 19, 20. 1will marry thee unto me for ever, 1 will be- 
troath thee unto me in righteeuſneſſe, and 11 Iudzement, 
and in loving kindneſſe , and in mercies, 1 will even marry 
thee unto me in faithfulneſſe , and thou ſhalt know the Lord. 
He that enters into Covenant with God, is betroathed, 
yeaeven married tohim: And how married? even to 
the partaxing ot all his goods, ot all he hath, yea of him- 
ſelf, and of all that he 15. As the wite may ſay , 6: tu 


Catus,ezs Catia; and, as Labay lometimes,of Iacobs wives, Gen.zr. 44; 


children, and cattell; Theſe dawehters are my daughters, 
and theſe children are my ehildren , and theſe cattell are my 
cattell , and all that thou ſceſt are mine: Soa man once 
m.rried tothe Lord by Covenant, may without arrogan- 
cy ſay, this r/2hteouſneſſe 1s my righteouſnefle; this judge- 
ment is my judgement, this /aving kindneſſe,theſe mercies, 
this faithfalnejſe which ſeeinthee, and all that thou 
haſt is mine, for my comfort, ſupply, ſupport,direion, 
falvation, and what not ? 

And take notice of that phraſe, Thow ſhalt know the 
Lord. Did they not kyow him before? Yes, but never 
inſucha manner, with ſucna Xnewledre, at leaſt in ſuch a 
meaſure. T hey ſhall now know him 1n ſuch neere, fami- 
har, ſweet and inettable expretiions of his deereſt,deep- 
eſt, choycelt conjupal love, as they never talted, nor 
could ta{te of betore. 

We know howit is witha wite married toa loving 
husband. They loved one another betore marriage,and 
many expreſtons of a ſpeciall love paſſed betweene 
them, bur they never enjoyed one another fully till the 

y-. mMarri- 


3. F ſe. 
E x hort4- 
£10, 
Motives. 


3. No buck- 


ling to the 
worke God 
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marriage was ſolemnized. Then, there is not only a 
more intimate manifeſtation of fervenr, intire, loyall, 
chafte love; but a further enlarging and ſtretching our 
of mutuall affe&ions to each other, than they could 
poilibly have beleeved they ſhould ever have reached 
unto, till now experience aſſure themof it. And even 
thus it is between us and God, Is he Good in deliver- 
alices? have we taſted of his love already > Oh how 
great would his goodneſle be, how full of grace, mercy, 
bountie; and, how would he communicate even whole 
riversof all theſe to that Soulethat would once come 
up to him, and cloſe with him in an everlaſting Cove- 
nant | All the wayes of the Lord are mercy and trueth, wnto 


ſuch «5 (rake, and) keep Covenant with him, Pſal.25.10. 


3, Confider that what ever worke God calls 
You to, Yee will never buckle thoroughly to it, till you 


callsus unto, Dave entredinto Covenant with him, An apprentife boy 


without a 
Covenant. 


when he goes toa Maſtcrupon tryall onely, his minde is 
now on, then off againe ; ſometimes he could like the 
trade , by and by his minde —_ after his Mother 
at home, or afterſome other courſe of lite, and he ne- 
neverſets cloſe to his buſinefſe, till he be bound. 
When once the Indentures be ſealed, and he enrolled, 
he knowes there is now ne more time todeliberate, but 
he muſt fall to his buſines, orelſe take what happens for 
his idlenefſeand negligence. Sois it witha wite; it ſhe 
be but onely promiſed, or betroathed toa man, ſhe may 
come to his houſe, and caftan eye up and downe ; but 
itis rather to obſerve, than toac& : ſhe may perhaps caſt 
out a word now and then ſomewhat freely alſo ; but ſhe 
never ſets her ſelfe toguide the houſe, or to doe any 
thing to purpoſe, till ſhe be married: then, he careth for 


the things of the world , that is, withall poſhible diligence 
looking 
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lookingto, and managing of the buſineſle of the family z. 7/c, 
committed to her, how ſhe may pleaſe ber hucband: all her Exhorta« 
thoughts, care, diligence run this way ; ſhe makes it e40y. 

her bu{ineſſethat ſhe muſt Rick unto, and daily manage Motives. 
asa part of the marriage Covenant. And thus alſoit will 17: 7, ; 4. 


be with you, You haye much worke under your hands, 
and are likely to haye more ; and I hope you deſire to 
doeall in truth of heart, for God, and not for ends of 
our'owne : but let me tell you, this will never be dene 
throughly till once you be werryed to him by ſolemne 
Covenant. Then, will you care indeed for the things of the 
Lord, how you may pleaſe the Lord, inevery cauſe, in every 
Anſwer toany Petition, and inevery Vote of any Bill, 
or ſentence. You would thenthink, when you come to 
manage, debate, vote, any Queftion, ©* Iamthe Lords, 
* not mine owne, not my friends; will this Idoe, ſtand 
* with my Covenant ? will it pleaſe God ? will it be pro- 
*fitablefor the State?is it agreeable to Juſtice and equi- 
*©tie 2 Then, on with ic, no man ſhall divert, or take me 
off. But, till then, one will entreate for his friend, ano- 
ther for his ; one will make you one way, another would 
draw you another way; and theyare both your friends , 
and you knowe not how to deny either : and thus are 
yourven torne inpeeces betwecuethem , in ſo much as 
you ſometimes reſolve to be abſent, or to fit till and lay 
nothing ; ot, to gratifie him that hath moſt power wit 
You, be the Cauſe what it will, But when once the Co- 
venant is ſcaled, all this will be atan end ; You wall 
quickly ftop your eares againſt all perſwaftons that may 
hinder Juftice and Reformation ; and, when this 1s 
known, men will ſoone forbeare allo to trouble You 


with ſuch ſolicitations. 4. Wicked 
men Cove. 


Againe fourthly; Wicked men ſtick not at 4 S_—_ Rar" 
WHY Hell, 
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3. Yſe. with death and hell it felt; ſothey may but fatisfie their 
Z*horta- Tufts; thoughthey know the end thereof will be dam- 
A: nation. Ohthen ſhall not we much more make a Cove- 
Motives, 24t with our God to do hiswill, which will be beneficiall 
1729.28, and comfortable both here and hereafter, and procurea 
fall torrent of his'mercies; buuntie, grace, and erernall 

life, to lowinuponus ! 
«. The Devil 5, Confiderthat the Devill himſelt will have a Cove- 
himſclfe will g2ue from all his vaſlals that expe any extraordinary 
cono ge" matters from him ;' elſe;he will notbe engaged to be at 


matters tor 


his vaſſtals their Command. There is not'a Witch that hath the 
without 3 Jevyill at her beck, but ſhe muſt ſeale a Covenant te 


Covenan*r. 


him, fometimes with her bloud , ſometimes by other 
ritesand devices, andperhaps he muſt ſuck. her too. ( as 
inthoſe helliſh bargainesyou know they uſc,) and'then; 
heistorher , during the time agreed upon. And ſhall 
we think God will be ſo cheap, as tobe (with reverence 
be it ſpoken)atour Command, to help, direct, afliſt,de- 
liver and faye us, who will not do ſoxmuch for him as 
Witches and Sorcerers will dofor the. Devill ? 

Inthe 45 of 1ſay, verf. 11; there is a ſtrong expreſſion 
this way ; Thus ſaiththe Lord; the Holy one of 1ſrael, and 
his Maker, aske of mee things to come conctrning my fonnes, 
and concerning the work of wiy Þ.ainds' Commandoye: mee; It 
is notto be thought that God complementeth with his 

ople, but isfree and heartie in theexpreſlion of what 
they ſhall really find him. But marke , it concernes his 
Sonnes,'thatis, thoſe that are truely in Covenant with 
him. This priviledge isfor none elſ-. So that the way to 
have Godat Command, ( with humilitie beituſed) 1s to 
be his ſoxnes and daughters by Covenant. For,to whom it 
is ſaid, will be their God,and they ſhall be my people,to them 
is it ſpoken , 7 will be a father untoyou, and ye ſhall be my 
ſonnes 
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ſonnes and daughters , ſaith the Lord Almightie, 2 Cor. 6. 3. F[e 


18. Androthem he faith alſo, Command ye me. 


6. Conſider that it is the properand chiefe buſineſſe Hom. 
of a Faſt , to enter into Covenant with God, You ſee it Motives, 
co be the praQtiſe of the Church in Nehemiah's time, -,,* 
And where this hath been omitted , the Faſt hath been proper worke 
loſt. God never accounted any of thoſe foure annuall f2 Keligious 


folemne Faſts before mentioned , that were folong in ,, 
uſe among the Jews,to be faſts unto him ;, but calles them 
faſts to themſelves, Zach. 7. 5,6. Why, butbecauſe they 


looked no furtherin their Faſts, but to afflic# their ſoules jj, .x 


for 4 day, to bow down their heads as abullruſh, and to ſpread 
ſackcloth and aſhes under them, and thereanend. Bur 
they loſtallcheir labour, getting nothing trom God but 
aching, and contempr. 

Andintrueth, when will we thus joyne our ſelvesto 
the Lord, if notata Faſt ? Then,are our hearts in more 
than ordinary tune for ſuch a work, when we are broughr 
roſet our {innes before us, and humbly to conteſſe, be. 
waile and renounce them , when we have taken ſome 
paines with our Soules to ſoften, and melt them betore 
the Lord; eſpecially it thenthey be in any meaſure rai- 
ſed up towards Him with any apprehenſion of his loye 
in the pardon of ſo many and great finnes, even when 
the Soule is moſt caft down for them. Then,lI ſay ftrike 
through the Covenant, or it will never be, It you let 
ſlip this opportunitie , you may perhaps never obtaine 
thelike while you live ; but either your ſelves may be 
cutoff, or your hearts ſhut upin deſperate hardnefle, like 
unto Pharoah, whom every deliverance, and new experi- 
ence of Gods favourin takipg off new evils, hardened 


more, and made worſe, | 
KR 7, Ia 
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3 Fſe. 7. Inthelaftplace(andletirnot have the leaft force 
Exhorta. of perſwafion) remember and conſider that this day, 
tion. even this very day, the 17. of November, $2.yecres 
Motives. fithence , began a new reſurretion of this Kingdome 
7. This veryfrom the dead, our ſecond happy Reformation of Reli- 
ian uy gion by the anſprious entrance of ourlate Royal Debe- 
Reformation 78} (worthy of eternall remembrance and honour )into 
of Religion, herblefſed and glorious Reigne; and that, from thence- 
forth Religion chrived, and proſpered under her Go- 
vernment with admirable ſuccefle , againft a whole 
world of oppoſirions from Popiſh taQors at home and 
abroad : So as the very Gates ot hell were never able to 
extinguiſh that Light, which God by her meanes bath 
ſet upamongſt us. 

Confider I beſeech you, that it is not without a ſpeci- 
all Providence that this your meeting was caſt upon this 
yery day ( for, I 3 little did you think of the 17 
of November , when you firſt fixed on this day for your 
Faft,) that, even from thence, one hammer might be 
borrowed to drive home this nayle of Exhortation;that 
the very memory of 1o bleſſed a work begun on this very 
day , might throughly inflame you with deſire toenter 
into a Covenant; and fo, togo forward toperfet that 
happy Reformation, which yct in many parts lyesuppo- 
liſhed and onperfect. 

Oh ſuffer not that doore of hope by Her ſet open this 
day, to be again ſhut, for want of a Covenant. It you 
would indeed honour Her precious memory ; yea, ho- 
nour God and your ſelves, and not only continue the 
+010 of what ſhe (asa moſt glorious Conduitpipe) 

h tranſmitted tous , butperfect the work; ſet vpon 
this duty of joywing your ſelves t9 the Lord in an everlaſting 

Covenant 
| 


ns " 
_ I ETD a 


* 
— A OOO 
” 
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Covenant that ſhall not be forgotten, And ſo have you the ;, Yſe. 
Motives. E xhort «4- 

2. Iſhall nowſhut up all with ſome tew Directions to jon, 
help us 10it, And here, pafling by what hath been al- acaxcs how 
ready ſpoken touching the preparatives to it , the Sub- 2 In mk? 
ſtance of it, and rhe properties requiredin it , Iſhallonly or 
give you theſc {(1xe ſubſequent DiredFions, 

1. Give a Bill of divorce to all your Luſts, or kill ». 
them our-right, This Covenant is a marriage-Cove- | Inver 
nant, and there is no marrying with God, ſo long As all yourLuft. 
your former husband, your baſe corroptions, your 
(wearing, riot, drunkennefle, uncleannefle, pride , op- 
preſhon, and what ever elſe your ſoules know 10 be # 
plague of your own hearts, remaine alive and undivorced. 

For the woman which hath an husband , « bound by the Law 
to her hucband [o long as he liveth: but,if he be once dead, 
ſhe «s free from that Law, Rom. 7p. Therefore ſend theſe 
packing, inthe firſt place. A wiſe man will never marry 
a trumpet, nor with any woman, that hath another hus- 
band : his wife that ſhall be only hisown, none elſe ſhall 
have intereſt in her. Much lefle then , will the Holy 
and Jealous God admit of any Spoule that is wedded to 
any luſt, and ſocontinueth, Say then, what wilt thou 
now do? wiltthou ſtill keepthy darling luſt 2 Haſtthou 
been a ſwearer, and ſo thou wilt be ? a drunkard, an un- 
cleane perſon, an opprefſour, a prophane E ſas, and wilt 
be ſo ſtill > Know, that God will none of thee, but ab- 
horresall ſuch asthouart. He will admit none into Co- 
venant but ſuch as touch not the ancleane 1hing,but ſeparate 
fromir. Tothem only itis, that he promiſerh, 1willbe * * ©: 


their God, and they ſhall be my people, More eſpeci- 
2. More eſpecially purge out and caft away(as s Men- pf res _ 


ſtruoxs cloth ) all 1dols and 1dolatry in particular, All our,; 
K 2 Luſts Pſal. $. 4 


3. Fſe. 
E xhort a+ 
1107 
Mecanes, 


dey. 44+ 4+ 
2 A714. 17. 


2 C810,34-33- 


68 The firſt Sermon, at the late Faſt 


Luks are lothſome to his ſto rach, but nothing is fo abo- 
minable to his Soule, as /do{atry. This is that ſpirituall 
whoredome which meritoriouſly diſſolves the marriage 
bond where it is already knit, and lies as a barre 1n the 
way toaCovenant with God , where yet it is not made. 
This wasit for whichthe Lord proceeded fo ſeverely, 
firſt againſt the ten Tribes, aud then againſt therefidue, 
asyou all ktnow, For this, the Land ſpewed them our, 
And where ever God promiſeth to recallthem, he uſu- 
ally premiſeth this, ( which ſhould firft be done) From all 
your 1dols will I cleanſe you, Eztk. 36.25. Ephraim alſo ſhall 
ſay, What have 1 to do any more with Iaols * Hoſ.14.8. and 
all ſhall caſt them away with deteſtation, ſaying, Get rhee 
hence, Iſay. 30. 22. 

Every Idol is that:great Image of lealouſy, which the 
Lord canby no meanes endure, and which will certain- 
ly be the deſtruction of King and People, where ever it 
is entertained, eſpecially if againe received in, atter it 
hath been once ejected. A'ſad example whereot we have 
in Iudah, where, after loſiah had taken away all the abomi- 
nations out of all the countries that pertained to Iſrael, and 
wade all that were preſent in Iſrael to ſerve the Lord onely, 
the Act of Reſumption of Idols and Idolatry by the ſuc- 
ceeding Kings ( henph itis probablethey did it one. 
ly ſecretly like thoſe in 2 X12. 17.9. ). became the ruine 
of thoſe Kings, and Kingdomes. 

Beloved, letme ſpeake freely, for I ſpeake for God, 
and forall your ſafeties. You cannot be ignorant of the 
groſle Idolatry daily encreafing among us , and com- 
mitted not ( as adultery )-in Corners onely, butin the 
open light, people going to, and coming from the 
Mafſein great multitudes, and that as ordinarily, open- 
ly; confidentlyas athers go toand from opr Chnrches. 

| And 


—— —_— —— - 
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AndI doubt not but ſome of you doe know the number 2. 7 /: 
of Maſſes to exceed that of Sermons, EX H0714- 

Whoſe heart bleeds nor over thisprodigious grow:h 170m. 
of Popery and over flowing of Popifh Mafles > Who Meanes. 
knowes not, thatinthe Mafſe is committed the moſt 
abominable Idolatry that ever the Sunne b<hc1d in the 
Chriſtian world? Who remembers not with indignati- 
on and horror, how often that inſatiable Idol hath barh- 
edit ſelfe in the bloud of many. of our -Anceſtors and 
Progenitors? And canany be 1o filly as to belccve, that 
it will reſt ſatisfied rill it ſwim againe in our bloud alſo; 
unlefſe we will joyne with Idolaters., and ſo periſh ig 
Hell>For what ever ſome mentalke of the poflihility of 
the ſalvation of fame perſons in that Church, (as they 
callit ) yetitisagreed on all hands, among vs, that, 
for thoſe of our owne Nation and once of our owne 
Church where the light hath ſo long ſhined in fo much 
brightneſle, ſo as they have both received & profeſſed 
it ;ifthey ſhall ({ whether to gratifie a Parent, a wite, 
husband, friend, Maſter &c.,) put out their owne eyes, 
andreturne backe to Babylon trom whence they were 
once fet free, their caſe is very deſperate and difmall, 
and it had been better for them never to have knowne ,, py, . 
the way of righteouſneſſe, then afier they have knowne it to 
turne from the holy Commanadement once delivered wnta 
them. Theretore I belcech you to take care of theſe a- 
bove others. 

Nor ſpeake L this, onely to prevent a publique tole- 
ration, (which I hope , through the care of our Pious 
King, and yourdiligence, oureyes ſhall never {ce ) but 
to put on Authority tothe utter rooting out of that a- z xj. 17, 9: 
bominatiop, although committed in-fecrert; and with 
connivence onely, 
1 It 


3. Yſe. 


F199 


Meanes. 
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If then you will not halt beeweene Two opinions , if 
Exhoria- you will be thorough for God, and follow him fully, 
downe withall !dpfs and 1dolatry through the Kingdome, 
ſo farre as the making ofthe Lawes yet more ftrict and 


full for thatpurpoſe, may cffectit. Tillthen, you may, 


if you will, talke of a Covenax7, and thinke to doe great 


matters : but that 'Great God who 1s ſo- jealous of his 


glory in that, aboye all other things , will abhorre all 


Covenants withyou. Andif you, having now ſuch op- 
portunity and power, ſhall nor throughly cleanſe the 
Land of theſe ſpirituall whoredomes 1o boldly facing 
andeven out-facing the glorious Goſpell protefſed a- 
mohgus; be ſure, that, in ſtead of ableſſing upon your 
Conſultationsand proceedings, you will draw downe a 
Curſe that will cleave toyou, and goe home with you, 
and ſcatter like poyſon over all parts and Corners of 
ut Kingdome, rillall be confumed and become a deſo- 
ation, 

YouallIthinke, agree upon the neceſſity of a great 
Reformation. W here ſhould you begin then, but where 
Godever begins? Looke into the Stories of Aſa, ehoſa- 
phat, Hezekiah, Toſiah, and even of Manaſſeh himſelf, (the 
groſſeſt Idoliter and moſt bloudy Tyrant that ever 
reignedin /#dsb) when once God had throughly hum- 
bled him, and youſhallever finde that they began their 
grand Reformation at 1dels, and 1ao/arry committed 
with them. 1 ſpeake nor this to backe or countenance 
any tunwltuous or ſeditious | wor have lately been 
ſtirred up to doe things without Commiſſion ; but = 

rke, an 


You, whom God hath ducly called to the w 


# L 
3. Execute indiſpenſibly requires it at your hands. : 
true Iadge- 
mentr. 


3. Execute true Indoement and Juſtice. Looſe the band 
of wickedneſſe, undoe the heavy burdens, let the oppreſſed goe 


ee, 


% 
. 
————_ 
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 wiſdome will teach you that. Only Iam to pray 12%. 
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free,and break every yoke of the oppreſſor. This isa maine z. #/e. 
rt. of an acceptable Faſt, and therefore muſt be per- Exborta- 

ormed of all that will enter into Covenant with God. tion. 

And this was part of Gods Anſwer tothe Jewes enqui- Meanes. 

ring of the Prophet whether they ſhould continue their 

ſolemne Fafts? Zach. 7. Therefore herein deale im- 

partially and throughly, for hereby the Throne it ſelfe 

15 eſtabliſhed. Iris true, adifference muft be put be- 

tween thoſe that are only led on in evill wayes by o- 

thers, and thoſe that are leaders of others: butirbe- 

comes not me to preſcribe to you in this caſe, your own 


that it you ſhall find any eſcapes to have been ma 
the Ordinary Courts of Juftice, in the condigne puniſh. 
ment of Murder, and [4slatry, take notice of them, and 
there be ſure to ſtrike home, as Samuel did where Saul 
himſelfe had been too indulgent. There is nothing 
makes you ſuch faire Images of God(inthe relation you 
nowftand ) as duc execution of Juſtice and Judgement. 
Therefore, it you will indeed enterintoa Covenant, let 
this be done. 
4- Do your beft to drawas many others as you can _ 4 

the ſame way. Parents and Maſters are bound to take «ay — 
care that their children and families do teare, and ſerve 
God, as well as themſelves. And Yau who now ap- 
peare before him in behalfofthe kingdome, as you muft 
enter into a Covenant for them as well as tor your 
ſelves, ſomuſt you do your utmoſt that they alſo for 
themſelves may paſſe under the ſame Covenant, with 

ou. The repreſentative Body of Iſrael that ſtood be- 

ore the Lord to make a Covenant, in Dext, 29.15. made 
it.not only for themſelves and ſuchas were preſent, but 
for all thatwere abſent alſo, And 1ofiah when he eatred 
1ato 


the Lord, to ſtandro it, 
ael to ſerve;events ſerve 


God may beſet upmore and more,and the'heartsof all 

Then'may be lifted upin the wayes of the Lord totake 

hold of his Covenant alſo. 1f you do not this ;- yon do 

nothing: for morte/isrequired'aryotr habds; this of 

vate perſons , who yetare bound to call upon others 

\7# the met.in my Text) ſaying, Comte and let us) oy we our 
ſetves unto the Lord in zn everlaſting Covenant, © © - 

5 *5:; Would you havethis to be dotie, namely, that qll 

Wa: A my ſhould-appeare before God in Z107, for this purpoſe ? Then 

Zion, ſetup Waj-markes to direthem thither, Take ſpeciall 

carethat the Ordingnees of God be ſet up, and beldup, 

#1 moreputitie* an lplente, Down at once with all'in- 

ventions and fancies of men; whichcorruptand adulre- 

rate the pure worſhip of God. Let nonebut He be wor- 

ſhipped, and let'no worſhip be thruſt upon him which 

thimfealfe hath norpreſcribed; Herein eſpecially (yer 

fill withig your bounds) be zealons, and quit your 

ſelves like men. * | 

Above all, take better order for the more frequent, 

and better performabce, and du& Countenancing of thar 

now. vilified (but highly'necefſary) Orditiance of Prea- 

ching,/ which, albeit it be Gods- own arme and 'power 

unto ſalvation, is yt brought into ſo deep courempt 

{and by none more'than by-thoſe who ſhould'labour 

moſttoholtup'the/honourot-it)-rhat ic is made a'miar- 

ter of ſeorne, ahdbecome the odious CharaRter: of a 

SOOErR Puritan, 
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Puritay, to be an afliduous Preacher; Yea, fofarre haye3. Fe. | 
ſome men run mad this way, that it is held a crime de.-Exhorta- | 
ſerving Cenſure in the higheſt Eccleſiaſtical} Court#iov. _ __ 
in this Kingdomg, to tell bur a' few Clergy men out of Meanes, - 3 
a Pulpit, t atirf an eſſentiall part of the Office of a | ®Y «vinitix _ > 


Biſhop, to Preach *, Some of youknow that I'belye The nz 4 
them nor. part of the 


Andis it not then bigh time to vindicate the howour the pep of 


of Preaching tromthoſe virulent and ſcurrilous tongues 12/airy , 


and pens, that have of late daies (more then ever) blaſ- 'Peoking of 
the Billops 


Pul's than in 


own complaint,” My, people are deſtroyed for lack of knows! Prizes Pa. 


i F E mbg [ages 
io {ore Hoes that beleeve : and*® faith comes by hearing, a daffaresof” * 
© Wherefor 


thouſands within 


2nmniy 30d ;, or, that it may: be truely faid,. 
thatthe maine bedy of theſe RT are 10, on 
er, # e 


3 Pct; As 2, 


Epbi/c 4+ 


lam. 1. 18. 
1: Pet, I, LJ. 
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3. ſe. 
 Exhorta- 
tron. 
Meanes. 


make a Covenant with him ; unleſſe you, the Repreſen- 
tative Body thereof, take niore care thanever yet hath 
been taken in this behalfe. | | 

I know the' many plea's of many igle droanes and 
mercilefle- men to exCuſe arid defend an unpreaching, 
or ſeldome-preaching Miniftry ; but alltheir fig-leaves 
are too ſhort to cover their own ſhame , and the naked- 
neffe of thoſe poore periſhing people whont ſuch men 
make naked, totheir own deſtruQtiou alſo. | 

To tell us}, tharpreaching indeed is neceflary for the 
pony of # Ohareh, but not ſo afterwards: is nothing 

ut to bewray their owne ſottiſh ignorance. Is not the 

word preached, the m1/kt and food whereby men are,and 
muſt be contitually nouriſhed to grow up 1n the body of 
Chriſt, as well asthe Seed whereot they are firſt begot- 
ten unto Chrift > And can men that are born; and living, 


live fafely, oratall, without contirwall fopplyof food 
| Og WOOL 3008 | 


, 
- 


convenientfor ther > +: 
Whar fearefull-trifling is-this it a bufineſſe of ſuch 
high Concernnienit! 'Good lehoſbaphat, when his heart 
was once lift wpinthewayes of the Lord © tooke otheror- 
der: 'tor , he ſeit not'onlyſome'of rhe prime" Ltvites 
and Prieſts, who taught in Iudah ind had the Bbok of the 
Law of the Lord with them, and went about throngh all the 
Cities of Indah and taught the people,” 2 Chron. 17.8,9; but 
with them, he ſent divers of his'Princts aud chiefe Of fi- 
cers, Benhail, Obadiah', avid ſundry others; to ſee that 
this work ſhould be effeQtually done, wer. 7. yea (as 
ourlate Tranſlation hath it) he ſent 19 them to teach in rhe 
Cities of Indah : thatis , that 'they ſhould take as much 
care of the buſtnefſe, by putting on the Prjefts and Le- 
vites, asif they themſclyes jn perſon were bound to do 
all:the worke. And hence it was, that God gave this 
reſtimony 
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Exhoreas 


teſtimony of 7ehoſhaphat, thats Mona 3..Fſe., 


inabundance, verl; 5. and that 7 


of hit father David, verl, 3. th Jo ff x16hes wind 
y roo hone ft10n. | 


wpon all the Kingdomes of the Land round 4 ont Iudah » fo Meanes. 


that they made ng warre againſt 1th, L 

that, beſide the AlN T4: X A rea Wer Ft 
is one of the beſt adyantages td PoPr State; if 15{you 
ſee) not only an hedge, but walles and Bulwarks unto any 
Kingdome, A  MEES WIC: 
I And yet, as many of our blind Eldeyan 1dal. Shep- 
heards care not to gredt Preaching,wherethere 15 hone, 
ſodae they all they can to cheat. and defraud thole. of ir 


who doe or would enjoy it , ſometimes by pulling it 
ak 


downe where it is ſet. up, and( tq the meaſure, of 
their wickedneſs) gloowg i0 it, hey have done; 
ſometimes by ftrikipg our the teeth of it, thatif men 
will ncedes preach, yet it ſhall be to little purpoſe ; one- 
ly afrigid, toothleſle, ape, Riourls , Dyer pier- 
cing deeper than the care. Itthe Preacher. come home 
to convince the Conſcience ofparticulars that need ie, 
Rnd Fakch yet was the old courſe, and ſhould be 
ſo ſtill ) the Preacheris cither, deridedas worthy of;no- 
thing but contempt, or elſe cenſured az indifcreer, raſb, 


» 


fatious, and [editious. .. 


'1\ I 
 Andleaft men ſhould ſurfeit of preachipg , how be all 
Sermons, in the afternoones of the Lord's dayes, cryed 
downe, as the markes of Iudaizing Pucitaniſne,, and as 
a burdenintolerable tothe people! * ;/_ 7: ”) ROTOR 
-Indeed,itis true, that when Authority firft command- 
ed the atternoones Sermonto be conyerted into Cate- 


chiſing, there was not. onely no hurt done , di wiſc 


and necdfull courſe preſcribed for rhe beſt edifying of 
popular Auditories, But as ſome haye handled the mat- 
| re | ter, 


z- F ſe. | 
Exhorta- Ifa Miniſter would care 


tion. by 
Meanes; 
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© 


ter, it is now become a Hreat hindrance to edification. 
tully and ſolidly open the ſeve- 

rall heads of Catechiſme, confirme them by Scripture, 
and bring them home by ſome ſhort and familiar app li- 
cation moſt ſurable to yulgar cares and Capacities , I 
told ic ſimply rhe moſt profitable exerciſe ( at leaft for 
onepart oftheday) that can be {et uptor the increaſe 
of ſound knowledge and Piety : and pity it is that this is 
ſomuch negleeg, Bu thy, lay our new Maſters, is worſe 
bub rear 'oh; Thotefore they enjoyneallto keep one» 
ly to the'bare' Queſtions and Anſwers of the Chila's 
Catechifme. Andit. _ preſume toadde any expoſition 
rinftruftion, he is by ſome hurried from poſt to pillar, 


or 
aid Fenfured ITE Malefattor, _ 
"Abs heyta e thus thruſt all preaching ( beit but 
Catecheticall ) our ofthe Churchin the afternoones of 
the Lords day, ſo have they ſhat diyers able, godly, dif: 
creet, Paſtors out of their awne Pulpits on the weeke 
ye , even On Ons HE the Minifters 
were willing tobeftow theirpimes, (-and fo for many 
yeares with great fruit and comfort to the whole Coun. 
For done, ) grars, for the refreſhing of many hungry 
uleswhohidno F_—_— at home in their owne Pa. 
riſhes, and dare not ſtirre. thence on the Lords day to 
ſecke itabroad. 
| Nay, ſome of your Cathedrall Men are cometo that 
e, that whenany Sermon ( ſuch as jt is.) is preached 
in the Cathedrall or” Collegiate Church , no Sertzon 
muft then be preached in the Pariſh Chutch'or Church. 
es adjoyning, meerely rouphold the pompe and State 


elyt 
of the Greater Chu &, and for feare of leſſening the 


Auditory, or diminiſhing the hoyour bfthe Preacher, 
( who many times deferyesliftle enough) where as not 
a 


| 
| 
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a fourth part of the Con 
frauded of Preachingint 


man. 

Oh Beloved ! are theſe, wayes to ſet forth Chrift to 
the people fortheir ſalvation, todiſplay God in all his 
glorious Attributes and PerfeQtions, and to bring them 
within view ofthe beauties and Excellencies of God in 
his Covenant and Communion with his people, ſo as 
to draw them to a Covenant ! Nay hence , hence 
it comes to paſſe that God is extremely diſhonoured , 
his Name blaſphemed, his day abominably prophaned, 
and his people run headlong ( like beafts to the Sham- 
bles ) by drBves, to Popery, Anabaptiſme, Familiſme, 
Atheiſme, and what not, that may caft, and lock them 
under the hatches of everlaſting damnation, 

Ons talia fando, 
Temperet 4 lachrymis ? 
- F know that ſome of thoſe Step-fathers and hard- 
hearted Wretches, who be indeed the chiefe ( if not 
the onely) cauſe of all this, bluſh not to attribute the 
daily falling off of nwltitudes from our Church, to o- 
ver-much Preaching : but thisisas rationall, as was his 
mad opinion touching Saint Pau/,that much learning had 
made him mai. Theſeare crying Abominations, that 
will cry as loud againſt you, as now they doe againſt the 
Authors of them, if youretorme them nor. 

Wonder not at nry length, and heate in this point. It 
is a matter of greateſt Conſequence, and: of all other 
moſt proper tora Preacher to be zealous in. And give 
me leave to tell you, thatthis muſt bepurtin the head of 
the Catalogue of yaur weightieſt Conſultations at this 
time,if you deſire ever to draw the people of this & the 

L 3 adjacent Do- 


egation ( by this meanes de- z, 7{. 
© Pariſh Ar ) canpoflibly LOG 
come within hearing, or ken of the Cathedrall Pulpir- ziep, 


3..F ff. 
Egxharta- 
£108. + 

Meanes. 


> Thefirſt Sermon, at the late Faſt 
minionsinto any Covenant and Communion with God, 
orto ſfetle any-thipg for the good of your ſelves and 


. countryes, 


King lames indeed took commileration of the groſle 
ignorance of multitudes ip the North parts of this 
Kingdome, andſent ſome Preachers at his owne charge 
among them; A Pious;and a, Noble worke!/Bnt what 
through the unſetled wandrings, idlenefle, the ſuper- 
ficiall and unprofitable pertormanccs, of ſome of theſe 
Preachers, and what through, the ſypine;negligence.of 
ſome in Authoritie, who ſhould have; looked; better, to 
thoſe itinerary Miniſters;moſt of that labourand charge 
was little better than loſt. For, ſome of you know, that 
i290 parts of the Kingdome hath there,been ſuchan 
increaſe of Papifts, as in thoſe very Corners, where that 
ſleight meanes was uſed to reduce men'trom Popery. 

I beſeech you therefore by all the mercies of God, by 
all the Bowels of Chriſt in ſhedding of his deereRt bloud 
forthoſe precious Soules, who now, evenby thouſands 
and millions miſerably periſhintheiriguorance and fans, 
that you would caretully retorme, or caft out all idle, 
unſound, unprofitable , and ſcandalous Miniſters, and 
provide a ſound, godly, profitable andſetled Preachin 
Miniftry in every Congregation through the Land an 
theannexed Dominions ; and, totake no lefle care for 
theirdiligent and conſtant performance of their dutie 
both in lite and DeQctrine, as alſo for their liberall main- 
tenance, (that may be ſtill capableof improvement, as 
the times grow harder, and commodities deerer ) that 
both themſelves who preach the Goſpel, andall theirs 
alſo, may cheereftully and comfortably live of the 
Goſpel, And let us once fee Zron bwilt ap , by your in- 
duſtry, i perfed# beautie, 

Laſtly, 


Of the Commons Houſe of Parliament. 29 
Laſtly, When you ſct upon this great bufineſle of a 3. Vſe. 
Covenant, ſee that you do it out of /ave to God, and with Exhorta- 

all your heart: elſe, it will come to nothing.” If 'yow rion. * 
would to Z7op, your faces mult be ſet, and ſerled rhither- Meanes. 
ward. If you would makea Covenant, you muſt not be <. 
unwilling, atraid, aſhamed to be accounted ſuch Cove ben 3 <0 
anters, but doit witha fteddy, open, undaunted coun- beanabeote 
tenance and reſolutien. You muft love the name of your with allthe 
God to be his ſervants, Iſay 56. 6. You have ſeen how Aſa a wn _ 
and all his Kingdome did it; they bothentred into Co- ri. fads 
venant, and they {wore it , with all their heart, and ſought Pace. 
him with their whole deſire , and he was found of them, and : Chro.15,x5, 
gave them reſt round about. 

Thus if you do, God ſhall be ſet up, Religion adyan- 
ced, your grievances removed, you ſhall heare no more 
ſuch complainings in eur ſtreets. All-bleffings ſhatl 
follow, not your ſelves alone, but the whole Kingdome, 
in our King and his Government , in your Conſultati. 
ons and proceedings, inthe publique, {tled, and glori- 
ous Peace , and proſperitie of both Church and State, 
Thebleffings of the Earth, in the Citie, the field, your 
bodies, offeritle , in all your goings out and comings 
in; The bleſſings of heaven in ; meanes of Grace,the 
beginnings and growth in grace, the light of Gods 
countenance which is better than life, and, after all, 
even the fulnefle of both grace and glory in the tull, 
cleare, and eternall traition of God-himſelte in the 
higheft heavens , ſhall all compaſle , and Crowne you 
for ever. | 

Provided alwayes, that when once this Covenantis 
made,you take care that it never be forgotten, but heeded, 
minded, and performed ; that as you cloſe with God,fo 
you may alwayes continue with him, Then ſhall _ 
whole 
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whole narion and the children obicken yet aodorni 
praiſzand blefſe the Lord forever forthis Parliament, 
| par your endeayours init, Butl feele my ſelf Neg 

exefore muſt deſiſt , yetwith this ho 
verend Ellow-labarans, deligned for the SER —_ = 

this worke, will begin _—_— L leave, and ſet 
on with more ſtrength what my weakneſs 
is aotable.to performe. | 


LOND®ON, 


Priccea by 1, L. for Philemon Stephens and chviftinhes 
Aeredub, w the i, anda} of the Golden Lion in Pauls 
ard, 1641, 


Errdts. 


Pag. 30. lin. 22. read ar. «Pag. 45- lin. ar. fr. errors 
ORs, A CPR. 


